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To His Moſt Excellent Majeſly Kins CHARLES 
| the Second, &c:; 


Dread Soveraign , | 
Our Mzjefties innate Propenſity to Compaſſion being im- 
proved by all Chriſtian and Frincely Experience hath g1- 
ven me hopes that this Addreſs humbly laid at Your 
Sacred Feetg; will be eſteemed ( if not in it ſelf, yer 
by it's Neceſſity ) a Pardonable Preſumption. As men under 
Prel{ures are required by devout Proſtration of their Souls and Bo- 
dies before his Throne to implore the merciful Help and DireQion 
of the King of Kings ; fo in the uſe of che means preſcribed by 
Divine Connſel, Szbje&s have no more aſſured way to relief than 
by a ſubmiſſive and duriful Peticioning the Aſſiſtance of the A/- 
mighties Great and Wiſe Vicegerent, Not that trifling Complaints 
ſhould be permitted to diſturb the Courſe of the Sereneſt Debates, 
' or any leap into Fordan without a Prophetick Confirmation of 
mind that other Waters were inſufficient for effefting the Cure. 
As the Son of a Clergyman, a noted Confeſſor in the Late Parlia- 
mentary Perſecutions, ard as my elf ſuftcring under Scoffs, Re. 
proaches, often and tedious Impriſonnents and Bounds for the ſame 
Cauſe lince Your Majeſties bleſſed Keſtauration, I acquieſce and re. 
Joyce in the Toleration. Neverthelels while Obedient Innocence 
ſupports my Contentment, at the ſame time it commandeth me 20 
endeayour ſettlement in a Peaceable Eſtate, and that eſpecially be. 
cauſe (ucceſ-fu] Pride groweth daily more infolent by {ilence, and 
by degrees attemptmg upon my Neighbours alſo doth infringe the 
Koyal t rerogative and interrupe the Charches Tranquility. The 
Conſiderations whereof with all Humility I offer to your Princely 
Wiſdom , Praying follicitouſly and ſincerely for Your Majeſties 
long and happy Life, that the dangers of this beleaguered Church 
may be removed before your Tranſlation to a more incomparable 
Crown; In which will be compleated the felicity of 


Your Moſt Sacred Majeſties moſt Humble 
end Obedient Subjet and Servant, 


T ho. Godwyn, 


——_ 


C———— 


To His Royal Highneſs F 4 M E S Duke of 
YORK, &c. 


Great Sir , 


0 undertake to inform your Tudgement, how pertinaciouſly 
Malitious, how peſtilently Reproachful, how impudent- 
ly Diſlati-fed and implacably Cruel Men lifled in the 
Rowls of FaCtion are, were to ſay, That your Royal 
Father, and Brother, and your ſelf , High Prince, never felt the 
ſharpneſs of thoſe Vulters Claws, nor diſguſted the Poyſon of thoſe 
Aſps. But in regard of the Danger of permitting an Execrable 
Brood to live to maturity for miſchief, each private Man is ( as it 
ſeems to me ) obliged to detef4 them, Grace and Clemency in their 
King work, no more upon thoſe inform Mindes than to create in them an 
audacious Confidence to ſuggeſt Him *unthinking and too Jeff to Go- 
vern ; Meecknels and Temperance in their Fellow-SubjeSs 3s their 
invitation 40 Injury; And the Compliance of , the Knave and Fool- 
Trimmer encreaſeth their Inſolence. For this Good Man furniſbeth 
even the Archeſt Hypocrites with formal Lyes, and frameth 
ces under which to ſhelter them, while they Level at the Government, 
They indeed commend Moderation, but at the ſame time condemn it 
as Puſillanimous, encouraging the Age, wherein they live, to the ſe- 
werity of the Execution of Juſtice ; For the Scourge "only quieteth 
them, and if they are not themſelves blooded, they fall mad and ter- 
ribly infeſt all others with bloodſheding. May it pleaſe you, Great 
Prince, favourably to admit this Reaſon for the Publication of theſe 
Papers, and this Apology for a Suffering Church-mans moſt humble 
Tender of them to your moſt Tudicious Obſervation ; That , As 1 
judged the Impoſers, and what hath been 4mpoſed upon me ought not to 
be longer concealed,ſo neither can I expect remedy by private Means, and 
have therefore recourſe to the Royal Fountain. [1 would gladly paſs 
the reſt of my Days in tranquility, ( if God be pleaſed to permit it ) 
and ſhould moſt uwillingly ſee other well-meaning Perſons aſhamed of 
their Duty through my Cauſe. To prevent which I an proſtrate before 
yon, beſeeching your Mediation for and Protection of 


Your Royal Highnelle's Moſt Humble and 


Moſt Faithful Servant and Orator, 


Tho. Godwyn, 


Phanatical-Tenderneſs , 


CHARITY 


Nonconformilts. &c. 


Have been long perſwaded ro Publiſh ro the World che barbarous ulage and in- 
ſolent behaviour of the malicious Noncontormilts of rhe City of Briffol ( elpe- 
cially the Presbyterian Faftion) toward me the ſpace of rwenty years paſt, ci- 
ther as they acted under the prerence of Keligion, with a bar contempt of 
God and the Luws eſtabliſhed, or as they privately fuborned heir Inſtruments 
under prerenfions of Legal Proceedings. I hitherto defiſted, nor thinking ir mcer;to add 
weight to the {orrows which oppreſt good men, while they behcld cheir molt beaure- 
ous and dear Mother torn and belpattered by render Conſcences, & men breathing our 
nothing but Zeal and Puriry. Burt when theſe Firs of rude Zeal, noc curable by the 
Gentle Mcans, which had been long adminiſtred, brake our into open madnels, and, 
needing ſeverer Remedies, the Patients are reduced to an unwilling Submithon , [ 
would gladly in Peace thank God for confirming his great Mercies of Reftzuration, with. 
theſe {ignal ones of His Mo# Sacred Majefties and our admired and envied Churches 
Preſervation. To my attainment of this Peace, I thought nothing more conducing 
than a Publication of the practices of chelſe men upon my Reputation, Etate, and Perſon. 
My Verbal Relations have ſcemed incredible to many ; 1 will cheretore exhibit in Princ 
the Actions, the Afors , the Tumes and Circumſtances, wich that ingenious Tidelicy 
which becomes a Clergyman and a Gent/emen, aggravating or heightning noching our of 
Pathon, bur fo {inceely and nakedly delivering cach patlace; that my bitrereſt enemies 
ſhall not be able to contradiQt ; or it to contradict, yer not ts j[tihe me guilty of any 
Errer, unleſs in ſparing them chrough forgertulneſs of tome of their many inzuries. 
Thoſe, which blacken the firſt Pages, are not fo amazing as them ſtanding at the foot 
of the Catalogue, no wickedneſs being fully audacious in an inſtant, bur ſtrengethned 
by Time and Counſel, and growing by Succels. Yer have they, among many un- 
dicerning Tempers, been received and allowed as ſufficient Cauſe of for 
what did follow of a more violent Nature. Calumnies indeed ſome of them axe, and 
therefore not of chemiclves marcer of complaint inthe judgement of one, who would 
be eſteemed a man ; but asthey moved forward the moſt faral Engines of Cruelty, I 
conceived that they ought in orderto take place in this account. The moſt eminent 
Sufferers, whom the World hath ſeen to fall under the rage of a Faftion Confederate 
as Religious, had the Guardes of their Allies and Subjects — firſt weakned by 
poylonous infultons, and their good Opinion ſubverted. Speak a/nod, render him odiouty 
and you render him helpleſs, (aid Hariſon the Machiavillian Mouth of a Traiterous 
Council in Confulcation againſt a Mof# Gracious Sovertign. Prejudices cntertained 
obſtrudt ſcruriny into the Quality of an Enemics Praftices, and ill Afions are ſel- 
dom blamed, when done to a Perſon ſuppoſed ro be ill deſerving. And the more 
numerous the Party is, which deſigns againſt any man, the more innumerable ſhall 
his crimes be, his yery innocence and care citing the liſt of accuſations. Names 
are 


(2) 

ave here —_ this Publication requiring it as neceſſary, but not with intent t&# 
at} any. as the Attions were maniteſt in the Places where Atted, lo mult the 
be in thoſe other Places, ir which it's deſired that the Deeds ſhould be known. 
And as their Hearts could imagine, and their Tongues and Hands proſecute evil with 
delight, ſo I may conjetture, that according rothe cuſtom of other Debauches, thele 
will be ſo far from taking 0 at the Particularitics of my Pen, that they will a- 
ther rejoyce and glory in the Repetition, as an opportunity of new aRing them. The 
Adverſarics baſe Temper ſhall nor be gratificd by any king of Conformity with them 
in Obloquy ; but lceing they would not bur be guilty of the Commithons,] muſt(though 
I piry them and bluſh ar ir ) gu= in the Relation, In the recital of rhe laſt Paſſa- 
ges (I confels) I blame my elf, not for any thing unduly repreſerted, bur that I have 
not retained that Patience in Penning which I had in Suſtaining then» Bur Lengeat 
thoſe ſharp Judgements ( whom neverchelels the Love of Loya/ty and the Church 
iweereft ) that obſerve diſcompolures, to pardon the imbecilitics occaſioned by a renew- 
cd (enle of the Oppreſhons. w having ſaid this in order to the Readers apprehend- 
ing me what probably I am, a Churchman and Loyal, I Preface the Briftol Narra- 
on With the mention of a Pedigree, which I ſhould not bave infiſted on, more than 
thar the conſideration cf gnvy Progenitors may in much meaſure give affurance that I 
think my "(elf obliged to Loyalty and Conformity. 

| am the Great Grandſon of Thomas Godwyn, ſometime Biſhop of B4h and Wels, and 
Dr. Woton Biſhop of Exeter , and the Grandſon 6t Francs Godwyn, ſometime Bi- 
ſhop of Hereford, and Dr. Ralph Barlow, ſorctime Dean of Wells, the Son of Morgan 
Godwyn Dr. of Laws, Archdeacon of Sa/op, Canon Refidentiary of the Church of He- 
reford, &e; and Chaplain in Ordinary to King Charles the Firf of Bleſlcd M , 
My Father being Sequeſtred, Plundered of all his Books, Goods and Houlhold-ſt 
the taking of Hereford by Collonel Maſſey and Collonel Birch, beſides the burni 
his Vicaridge Houſe at Lydney in the Foref of Dean, was alſo long impriſoned in We- 
reford as an eminent Malignant. But at length being dilcharged from that Confine- 
ment, 'for ſome years ſuftered with his Family under much indigency, continuing re- 
ſolmely firm to his Principles of Loyalty and ience. About the year fifry two he 
became Maſter of a ſmall Freeſchool at Newland in the Foreſt of Dean before mention- 
ed, the Salary whereof was then bur ten pounds yearly, where nevertheles his condi- 
tion became indifferently plentiful by the frequency of Perſons Sons of Quality ſent to 
him' from diverſc Parts to be diſciplined; but eſpecially by the bounciful ſupport of che 
never to be forgotten moſt Loyal and Pious Lord Viſcount Scudamore, of Holme-Lacy in 
Herefordſhire,and of James Scudamore of Ballingham in the ſame County Eſquire. Here his 
eſpecial care ( not to ſpeak immodeſtly of others commirred to his charge ) was to inſinu- 
ate to his Sons, That the Inflitmtions of the Church of England were above any purely 
Primitive , and moft rationally accommodated to the benefit of the Preſent Age , replete 
with the mo} lively excitements to Faith and Holineſs, and only ſuch as could make men 
in their Temporal Concerns, eſtabliſhing their Welfare in Peace by an undiſputable Obed1- 
ence to their Lawful Prince, and other daily Diſcourſes tending to the Confirmation of 
our Minds in thee Perſwaſtons. About the beginning of the year fifry five, the moſt 
bloody Regicide O/rver publiſhing an Edift, That mo ſequefred Minifter, refuſing to take 
the Engagement, ſhould be tolerated as a Publick Schoolmaſter within England or Wales : 
My Father was forc't to quit the Employment, but not the Houſe, the Feoffees of thac 
School conſticuting me Schoolmaſter. Within two years after my Father died, noc 
permirted in this State of Nature, to ſee the fo paſſionately deſired Reſtauration, bur 
tranſlated to a berter, where after the congratulatory Hymns of Cherubim and Sera- 
phim, he makes one in the Trumphant Chorus, rejoycing for our Felicity. 

Burt here began my Conflit with thoſe Holy Men, whom an Infernal Inſpiration 
had Sanftified, and made the Worlds hopeful Guides to Eternity. For in a ſhort time 
after one Fawcet ( who had been a eminent Covenamter and Pulpic Inftigator tro Rebel? 
lion, and was ſent down by the Company of Haberdaſters, to be Lefturer at Newland 
aforclaid) and one Bromidge ( a London Brazier , Father to the late Sheriff Pilkintons 
Wile, but purchaſing an Eſtate in the Pariſh of Newland, and dwelling there) a 2ca- 
lous Covenanter, alſo uſed diverſe Stratagems , encouraged by the imbecillity of my 
years and judgement to Kid-nap me over to their leud and diſloyal Principles. Bur 
God's blelſings upon my Fathers Inſtructions had fortified me againſt this danger, and 
my Youth was ſufficient to anſwer Arguments, the ſtrength of which I have alway 
tought co confiſt more in the invincible Malice and Peryerlencls of their Minds, chan 


any 
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any Reaſons that Party did ever produce, This Project of Proſclyting me. into art 
| Rude, and lious Religion failing, the Reader (1 luppole) conjectures 
te Con , That nothing calm of (uitable ro Chriſtian Perſwafion would tol- 
low, bur Violence rake placg where Conlent was not obtained. Therefore they en- 
deayour by all potlible means to prevail with the Feeffees of the School w ejeft me z; bur 
fy Fathers memory ( with peradventure tome acer: lausfaftions) in the Chict of 
them ſo overruled , that nothing more chan the appearance of ſome ſnarling teeth was 
done to my Prejudice. Bur when God was pleaſed ro fmile, and reinſtate us in the Frui- 
tion of a juſt and fee ſubjeCtion to the Undoxbred Heir to thele Crowns, the molt Graci- 
ous of Kings (cligible above all men, were our Condition to that degree unforrunate 
as 40 haye the Sceptcr Eledtive) and by his recftablifhment to bring us ro his Sacred 
Houſe and Altar, there to recjoyce with the thankful who kepe Holy-day , then did 
thele Snaps of Sedirion ere into tylence aſhamed of their devices Ar this School,and in 
ſerving the Cure of St. Briavils ( having entred into Hyy Orders ſoon after His Majefies 
Return ) Icontinucd unrill after the Bartholomew A#, when the Viccaridge of St. Philip 
and Facob, in the Ciry of Brito! became void by the Non-Subſcription and Conformi- 
ty of Edward Hancock aCting as Incumbent there. - To the acceptance of this Church I 
was invited by Mr. NathanteiCate, ( my Fathers intimate Friend ) Mayor of Brifol that 
car, Mr. Henry Jones then Redtor of Se. Stephens in Briftol and diverſe others. In which 
icaridge, as ſoon as I was ſerled, the Fattious Partics began to praftice againſt me 
without any provocation, more than my exactnels of Conſormirty, {which I mult boaſtmy 
ſelt ro admire in others, and alway ftrialy ro have enjoyned tomy ſelf) having not 
time tw koow Perſons or enquire into Dilpoſicions, had my Inclinations otherwite led 
me- Within che ſpace of four or fve days (at the utmoſt ) afrer my Induftion came 
ſeven Men ( of whom I knew but onc , to my Lodgings, with much ſmoothneſs and 
of reipet,defiring to be known to meas bring Pariſhioners and Veſtry-men; 
and afrcr ſome {hort dilcourie had in my Chamber, deſired me to receive a Treat trot 
them'at the Kings Arms in Chritmas-ftreet, then a 1avern. Where ater a {mail firing, 
their ill looks and aftefted words fufficiently inſtrufted me whatthe men were ; bur every 
ſecond or third man very gee | comms me with Serviceand a Glais The Company 
being ſuſpirious, the Treat could not be pleaſant; but taking my leave, they importu- 
ned me with. a fort of unuſual Com e370 a Jonger ſtay, which [ refuled. Two 
of rheſe were not acquainted with the deſign, but my retiring {o unexpettly joon caus 
led the others pathonarcly ro urge unto the rwo (Mr. William Baber Powdermaker to 
King Charles the firſt at Oxford, and Mr. Nicholas Wills then Churchwardens of thar 
Pariſh, and brought along to palliate the others contrivance ) who were unwitting of 
the Proje&. T hart they had diſcovered their defign, Thomas Edwards Wheelright ard 
Henry Lang a Sergeman were the principal _y in this Hony Plot, and raving at 
their want of ſuccels, could not but divulge it. The next day Mr. Baber and Mr. 1/:/- 
lis came to acquit themſelves ro. me, and declared all the paſlages, viz. Thar it they 
could have made me drunk, partly by (candal, partly by Anicling againſt me, they did 
not queſtion to remove me. Not long after died one ; Ar Powel, who during much 
of the time of confulion had been Chamberlain of the City, and alway both a Deten- 
der of thac Execrable Murder of our Martyred Soveraign, and violent Perſccuter of all 
{uch as he imagined Loyal and AﬀeCtionate to tha Church. This perſon ( forfooth ) 
mult be buried without Divine Service read at the Interment, becauſe he had ſometime 
before his death conjured his Relations fo to bury him, to which it I conſented I ſhould 
be liberally gratibed. My Anſwer informed them that 1 was unacquainted with fuch 
Teſtamerus, and luch forts of Liberaliry, which was more properly Scandalous Bribery 
and I merthe Corps brought to the Churchyard Gate, beginning, according ro preſcri- 
prion, the Service tor the Occaſion : but the Bearers ran GR ſuch haſte, that 
it would have given thoughts that their Maſter had whipe them forward, fearing the 
late artival of his Purchaſe. Me they violently plucke aſide, and took from me the Ser- 
vice Book, giving me diverſe Blows, togerher with incredible Scurrilous Language, and 
the Clerke putting his hand upon the Coffin, uling per{waſions not to interrupt the Office 

of the Charch, a ftander by wreſt the Spade out of the Sextons hand, and chops the C 
hand fo that the blood ran upon the , his Funeral, being as his Life, beſmeared 
with Innocent Blood. Alderman Mzcles Fackſon and Alderman Sandy ſtood by behold- 
ing theſe vidlericies, and were not oblerved with the leaſt word or motion ro offer their 
Anthority towards the curbing them. I complaining ro my Dioceſan of the ſo unac- 
countable carriage of theſe men, He immediately _ for Dr. Gilbert Jones then Chan- 
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rellor of the Dioceſs, and commanded him ſeverely to proſecute theſe Offenders : Bur 
he making me and five more Witnefles to daunce attendance weekly for the Race of 
above halt a year, I never heard more procceding againſt m——_— theſe words (e- 
vcral Court days direted to them ; Gentlemen your buſineſs before me i very fon!, 
but I will do you all the kindneſs that T can, In Concluſion, the good aged was 
tired with chiding and threatning, and we with attending, and ſo our admirable Chan- 
cellor puniſhed theſe Rioters. oa 
Theſe abuſes were followed with Scandals of ſo notorious a nature, that none the 
,molt debaucht Villians could be ſaid to be guilty of greater, and the Aberrors curered 
by one Ralph Farmer ( vulgarly before my living in Briftol called Malitions Farmer ) 
who had been firſt a Ma/tfer, then a Sequeftrator, and laſtly, became fuch a Minifer as 
the timescncouraged, and held St. Nicholas Church, from Which the late Reverend Mr. 
Towgood Dean of Briftol was (cqueſtred. Particularly a Plot was laid for me at the Mar- 
riage of the Daughter of ack Dowl alias Gotly ( a ſtrange two legged Beaſt ( as I found 
afterward ) but utterly unknown and unkeard ot by me before that time) with whom 
upon invitation I dined and departed within half an hour after dinner, but could nor 
de:ry the promiſe of coming _ ro Supper, upon the very carneſt imporrunitics of 
this Dow! with prerence of eſpecial Friends ot mine, ( whom he named ) who had pro- 
miſed to be there likewiſe; I coming at the hour appointed, ſeeing many diſorderly 
Perſons there, bur none of cole mentioned, rook my leave and went home, yet was [ 
reported to have Dagced and drank cill paſt Mid-night, to have been ſo drunk that 
] was not able to go, -but to bedriven home in a Wheelbarrow. Theſe reports coming 
to the before-mentioned Alderman Cale's Ears, and he acquainting me of the rumor, 
by his advice convencd the Authors before the B/hop; having firſt made my Comp'airc 
to his Lordſ-ip, and dilcovered the improbability of receiving Juſtice from the Chanceltor, 
if I ſhould fac them in the Eccleſiaſtical Court. The Authors were the faid Folm 
Dowl, and two other moſt profligate Perſons, whom. I had never ſeen before, Thomas 
Boice and Robert Bowen. With them I alſo convened the Bridegroom, and divers of 
the Brides Relations. D2wl, Boice, and Bowen were by chance overheard to be adviſed 
by Ralph Farmer to ſpeak confidently, and 1f the Biſhop ſhonld condemn them, yer the 
infamy would ſtick ro me. The Bifhop being informed hereof examined them ſingly. 
They all three agreed in their ſtory alledging what was before ſpoken ; bur Boice affirmed 
that | was there(concerned as is meatione( ) till Eleven of the Clock at Ni2hr,Dow/ ſaid till 
One, Bowen till T wo in the Morning. On my fide, the Bridegroom and the Relations 
reſtified that ] departed the Houle at Seven of the Clock that Night, and that they nci- 
ther ſaw nor heard any thing tending to exceſs or folly of the nature of what his Father- 
in-law and the other two declared. Furthermore going home, I was mer neer the 
Door of my Houſe, at ſeven of the Clock by three Country Gentlemen, who intima- 
ted a deſire ro ſpeak with me, and promiſed to be with me within an hour; but ſtaying 
Jonger, I was in Bed by nine of the Clock, and ſcarcely lain down when the Gentle- 
mencame and werebroughr up into my Chamber, and their buſineſs being only to deli- 
ver a Licence, and treat with me concerning the time of Marrying the Perſons there- 
in mer:.uoncd, departcd.T heſe I brought alloand my Servants, who all teſtified ſo much ; 
the three found thus malitiouſly falſe and (elrhough unknown then to me) long 
bon ro the whoke Ciry to be thevileſt of Men, ſticking at no fort of Rudenefs, Lies or 
Debauchery, found among the Godly,fober Parry, the Credit of Saints and Angels. 
Beſides many other contumelious reports, groundleſs and filly ( fuch as Church-ha- 
ters had forged in their extravagant mirth, and uſed to tell of Parſons even before m 


Birth ) impudently, upon me, for the ſpace of ſeveral years; I could not walk- 


the ſtreets without vollics of tlous Terms, and refletions, thrown at me by Ap- 
_ and Journymen, the Maſters ſtanding by and ſhewing themelyes therewith 

calcd. 
: Bur my Paticnce (I thank God ) preſerved me from the harms intended me by that 
fort of Battery, and I was no more afflifted, then fo far as Compaſſion for their Malice 
and Folly, moved me to Sorrow x neither did I torbear paſſing through any ſtreet by 
reaſon of the reproachfulnels of the Inhabiranrs, or gracihe any ill remper by anger, or 
ſo much as rurning my head to look upon the Perſons of diſingenuity. Neverchelch [ 
was not Ignorant that the 11] Charafters of my Perſon, were not the ſole aim of their Aſ- 
perſions,bur had lcarned from the Examples of Syperiors( at the pedeſtral of whoſe Imi- 
ators I preſumed to ſtand ) that:the blackning a Name by Obloquy,made a grand Pro- 


greſs in Ruin. 
And 
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Ard theſe wete pteparatives for juſtificarion of-Aftions ts follow, Which were fre- 

went Arreſts of me and my*Servants; ot'my-(elf for: words" pretended to be ſpoken; of 
which they never ſtood ro-the'trial, of my- ſervants for the like, and for treading be- 
fides-che- Paths of ſome of rheir grounds in their looking'atrer my Tithes. And al- 
though they dared nor ſtand to a Legal Dererminatior \,"* yet this was expenſive, and 
they hoped by continual Aftions'to nnpoveriſh me, and likewiſe to tire the patience 
of my Friends, whom I made ule of- as Bayl, rhar it they could not drive me out of 
the Ciry, yet'they-might ſceure me in a Priton: The betore named Dow/e, Boyce and 
one Francis Betowere the Principal - Actors herein, 

Jn the beginnifig"of December -in the year that Sir Thomes Lan#on was —_ (I. 
cantior pore 4g numbet of the yeat ) I had occaſion to ſend a Letter Dy a TI row- 
mah to one' Hemy Hyman living near Monmoxth, who was wont to furniſh me with 
Proviſions of Corti; Baton, &f. and not fhading che Trowman aboard his Trow, his 
men direttcd merto the place where he was at the White Hart in Corn-ftreet. Where 
finding hin), 1 had (carcely 'delivered my bufinels and called for a Flagon of Beer, 
when before I caſted ir, carne into the Room one 4rwornd and Dickenſon Chict Con- 
ſtable and Conſtable of 4/-Hollows Ward, ( the later being a reyerend Heelmaker and 
Speaker ' in an Anabaptiſt Convenricle ) who after ſome gaping one upon another, and 
a ſhorr ſilence, -began ro demand of me what buſineſs I had there. I Anſwezed,” That 
t would return them an Account it they firſt fatihed me what Authority they had to 
examine me. But their Aniwer was ſhorr, That they wete Conſtables and muſt bring 
me before che Mayor. I refuſing ro go unleſs they fhewed me a tufficient Warranc, 
they laid hands on me and: dragged me torth, Dickenſon ſtriking me diverſe blows,- 
becaule, forſvoth-( nor knowingithe man bur gueſling by his words and geſture ) I ſaid 
] believed hith tO be ſome zealous Twb-preaching Cobler. The Mayor being not at home 
they drew meto and fro through the vNreers- ( asit ſome notorious Malefaftor) in oueſt 
of the Mayor , and after (wo hours finding him, Dickenſon preſented me , informing 
him where they found me, amd oqpartng ws preaclf ro the Mayor and both Sheriffs 
( preſent then ) how unſeemly and icandalous a thing it was for” Miniſters to frequent 
publick Houles, &c. Sir Thomas ( whole thoughts were clear of Phanatical Dregs ) re- 
quired by what Warrafit _ had thus apprehended me ; They produced Sir Thomas's 
Warrant to {earch all Publick'/Houſcs and ſitſpicious Places, and to apprehend all tuch 
Strangers as they any Where met with, who could nor give an account of the Places 
of their Abode or Buſineſs in Town, it being ſoon atter an infurreQion, in the North. 
The Mor 'replicd, you intimate that you know Mr. Godwyn to be a Clergyrran, and 
do you not know his place of Abode 2 hos contefied, yes. Whar then is this ( faid 
he) ro your Warrant? Bur tutthermore tel} me whether you found Mr. Godwyn do- 
ing there any ill- or unlawtul AR, or, can you prove that he fat there drinking bc- 
yond the limits' by the Law expreſt? 'They an{wered, no, bur began as before to 
Canr and tdll him, That Miniſters of the Goſpel ought to be Pure and of good Con- 
verfation and Example. Bur the Mayor and Sheriffs threatnivg them for this Fat , 
they departed. Yer this they reported ( and diveric in the Cirv Lovers of the Church 
as well as Enemics believed it ) Thar they had raken me in a Houſe Drunk, and thar 
the Mayor had ordered me to provide Surerics the next day tor the Behaviour, and in» 
rengled to indict me the next Quarter Seffions. 

Diverſe lieigious Athions and approbrious RefieRions ( too tedious to inſert here) be- 
ing this year thrown upon” me, the next year Mr. 1//oughby was Mayor, in whoſe 
rime certain Perſons in and” near the Ciry died of the Plague. Bur one Mr. Water 
Cheer a Gentleman of my Pariſh falling ſick and dying of a Prurific, becauſe I had 
during the time of his ſicknels'been diverſe times at Prayer with him, and had admi- 
miftred ro him the Holy 'Euchariſt, the Mayor upon flight Information that he died 
of the Plague, -ſhurs up my Houle and places Mutquerteers at my {treet and back Doors. 
The Phyjt:1n who was daily and almoſt hourly with Mr. Cheſter in his fickneſs lived 
almoſt in the Heart of the Ciry, the Apothecary dwelt by the Toulzey, where the Ma- 
gitrates and Merchants daily mer, yet no notice was taken of them, whereas my 
Houle in the Suburbs muſt be ſhut up. And both to remove all pretence of the Mayor 
and other Magiſtrates not knowing who was the ſick Mans Phyſtian or Apothecary, 


, and maniteſt chis an AR of Malice againſt me, the laſt is ſhewn by their fearleſs dif- 


courſes and reception of 'the former. For Dr. William Sermm the Phyftian and 
Mr. Martin the 4 becary in the preſence of the Mayor and AJermex at the Toulzey 
made Oath-that Mr.* Chefer died not of wy Contagious Diſcaſe bur of the Plurthic; 
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ſo did one Wornan who attended him in his lickneſs, and two others w 
our ( asthey term it ) (ware that there was not the lealt ſpot-or token of the Plague 
the body. Bur before this Oath taken, the Mayor and the reſt diſcourſt Dr. Sermon and 
Mr. Martin asunconcernedly as it betorchand farisfhied there was no occaſion for their Oath. 
Yet after their Oaths and a Permillion that che Deccaled Perſons Body ſhould be inter« 
red in the Chanccl of his Pariſh Church, the Muſqueteers were continued at my Doors 
two days, and when the Corps of my Friend and Pariſhioner was carried by my, 
Door to be Buried 1 was denied by the Guard ( which was ſtren wich the 
Mawr and Sheriffs Sarjzzants and Officers more at that time than before) to do my 
Office as Incumbent or pertorm the laſt Requiſus of Fricndſhip rowards a Perſon Iin- 
tirely loved. Bur then I furioutly brake through them, and accompanied my truly. 
kind Neighbour to his laſt Repoſc. And here Malice , took its old Courle , and 
Mr. Thomas Dayes ( {ince an Alderman of the City as I have been informed ) was 
the Author of a report (which was ſpread abroad witch the wonted celcrity of a Par- 
ty willing to fix ſcandal ) chat he dicd not of a Plurifie, but a violent Feyer occalio- 
ned by high Drinking with me. Meeting him upon the arrival of the ſcandal ar 
mine cars, I deltred him to intimate ro me the place and time when Mr. Chefter and 
I had becn together more than one quarter of an hour in a month before his ſick- 
nels; He anſwered, That he had hcard fo much ; but being preſt ro let me under- 
ſtand by whom this was told him, afid what probable Inducements he had to rc- 
port What tended fo highly ro the defaming of a Clergyman, I could obtain no an- 
{wer, but after a Hum and Haw or two pretended, he was glad that it was not true, 
and that he would fatisfe thoſe ro whom he had ſpoken it that he believed the rc- 
port to be falſe. 1 chanked him for his firſt great cavility in fo freely murdering my 
Repuration, and the ſecond in raking me to +be- lo eminent a Coxcomb as to be- 
eve, ; hat he would make it his buſineſs ro give himlelt the lye, and then xook my 
(cave of him. 

Within three weeks after this'one Crow my Pariſhioner his Wife coverouſly buy- 
ing the Clothes of ſome who died of the Plague, fell fick and died of it likewiſe. 1 
' had nor heard of cicher his deach or ſickneſs, but took a Boat wich fax Friends to go 
down to the Port of Kingroad to ice the Saint Patrick Friget, which was newly builc, 
rigged and ready to fail. In my ablence notice was given of this mans Funeral, bur 
the Cauſe of his Death concealed. My Clerk defired Mr. Forcith ReQtor of the next 
Pariſh of St. Peters to bury this Perſon , which he readily did, ncither he, nor any 
Neigbour accompanying the Corps to the Grave (uſpefting the Dilcaſe whercof he 
died to be what it afterward appeared. T wo days afttes came Conſtables, Sarxxants 
and Watchmen armed with Mulſquets and Swords acquainting me from the Mayor 
that my Houſe muſt be ſhut up in regard of the danger the City was in by ſuftering 
me or any of my Family7to walk the Streets, ſeeing 3 had been fo deſperate as to- 
Bury a man dying of the Plague. I knowing nothing of ir, thought ir had been the 
old ſtory of Mr. Chefer revived, but afterward diverle perſons dying ſuddenly, who 
had been at that Burial, I underſtood the ground of my confinement. To remove 
the miſtake 1 {ent four of the perſons who were wich me on board the St. Patrickthar 
day to teſtifie my not Burial of that Corps, they knowing me to be ten rfiiles our of 
the Ciry. But Mr. Mayor replicd That I was a bold adventurous Perſon and made 
more Scruple of a Ceremony than ruining the City, and thatif I had not buried Crow, 
vet if I were atliberry I would bury others, and thercfore the Guards ſhould be con- 
rinued. So by this ſort of preventive Juſtice my houſe was ſhut up a whole month. 
Yet all this while diverſe Inhabitants of the City, preſent ar Crows Burial, who did cat 
and drink in the Houle were not any way taken notice of. 

The ſame year being repairing my Vicaridge Houſe, I cur down an Aſh in the 
Church-yard which was ſ(crviceable for that Purpoſe, and was Indiged at the Quarter 
Seſhons tor making waſte upon the City Lands. Now the pretence of calling the 
Church-yard the City Land was that the Mayor , Aldermen and Common Council had 
the Right of Preſentation: to that Vicaridge. Their folly could ameunt to no more 
than putting me to expences, for cſtceming it my duty to- defend the Rights of my 
Church I procceded to traverle the Indictment, bur it was ler fall, they thinking it nor 
lafe to go on to a Tryal. 

Alderman Myrgan (asItake it) ſucceeded Mr. Willoughby ; nevertheleſs upon St. Fohns 
dav in Chritmas im Mr. Morgans year, while I was 1eading the Evening Service for that 
Feſtival, a great company of Boycs { fifty or more) with ſhoutFand hideous noiſes X 
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the Church Doors imerrupeed the Devotions of the Office. . The-Sevtih going forch 
of che: Ghurch cndravouring'to curb them, was bexren into the Chirmeb _— 
che Sexten-going torch. again with the Clerk , they wete/ deale with it! the 
fame manner. aps apt rn [ perſiſted to the: finthing of the Days as 
well as} could in ſuch a diſturbance : which ended, as we paſſed out'of the'C 
diverſe of rhe Boys fled, bur ſome continued featlo&- and impudent.* Among 
others one. Bingbam mote. impudent than 'the reſt let down his Bre&h& and int 
taoft unſocrmly manner affronted me and thoſe People who came forth of the 
Church. 1 confels rms compelled me ro make him rafte the Teveriry 
of my Cane and rhe Tce of my Shoz- Bue the provocation was the grearer itt regard 
I had chrice before complained ro his Grandfather and Graydpiather T -pmhuc) 
and his Wife, with whom helived, of his rudeneks at other'times when 1'was tead- 
ding Divine Service, and have ſtill a confirmarion that he was e therero 

them and his Mother ( then married to- one Hart a Seaman ) which opinion 
what I am to deliver fixes wn me. For "going diretly tron the Church" to vite x 
fick Pariſhioner, white | was praying with: het the Lads Grandmother / and Morher 
with other women were at the door of the fick Womans Houſe, brawling and ma- 
king noiſes little inferiour to that of the- Boyes at the Church door. "When 
came forth 1 was falured with variety of approbrious terms, and the Path feadin 
homeward being by the tide of a Ditch the Mother ſuddenly gives me'a th 
which had 'ineviably plunged me in the mire and dyed my Gown, had nor a 
man coming by obſerved her motion and plucked me back by the arm. 'I uſed 
all mild s to perlwade them ro-come to my Houſe and reafbiy the mar- 
rer with me there, that it did misbecome thern [n that nature to make an uproar 
in the Strect,, and more to that purpoſe. Bur they the more furiouſly belched out 
foul lan , Und afrer ſuch Terms uled, che Grandmother threamed me-to ac- 
quaint che Mayor with what had done. Toall that was faid | made no reply, 
but walkt on with ſilence unril that laſt womaniſh threatning, ro which turning 
about | anſwered, The Mayor will much thank you for it. Immediately the Mo: 
ther bawls out, Fhat do you xot care 4 Fart for the Mayor ? The Brawl occaſi- 
oned a great among which were ſome good people, but eſpecially five 
men, - had often rebaked the women for their migbehaviour. To6 theſe ( a5 
ſoon as the women had fpoken-the words ) I faid, It's « thorſand td ohe but theſe 
malitions women will inform and inſence. the Mayor with the words pretended to be 
ſpoken, whereas you can teftifie that nothing like it came from me. | did nor in the 
leaſt (uſpe& that the Mayor could be {o wrerchedly filly as to rake notice'of -ir, but 
co1jeQured that through their want of diſcretion a Goffipping or Pick-thatik ſto- 
ty might be promoted. Bur che next morning came two Sarjeants to my' Houle 

iring hy a ance betore Mr. Mayor immediately at the Toulzey. ' I defi 
mo lee their _—_ they anſwered that they were the Mayors Sarjeants 
and their Perſons were Warrants. I refuſed to go wichout'a Wartznt; but they 
laid hands upon me and compelled me. Ar the Toulzey were preſent the Grand: 
mother and the Mother, who {ware that 1 ſaid 1 4id not care 4 Fart for the Mayvy. 
The Mayor and Aldermen then prolent ( excepe Sir Thom 4s Langton, who- ted 
faying to his Brethren, You-do nor do well to hearken ro Wornens Tittle T artles, 
Fle be gone ) required me to give ſureries for the anſwering at the next Quarter Seſ- 
ons and the Behaviour in the mean time. Bur I had fent-for the five merr before 
mentioned, who offered ' to twear Thar being berween me and the women they 
heard all the words by me uttered at that time, while the Women were Brawling, 
bur that they did not hear'any ſuch words (poken by me. Sir Knight the 
Elder ( who eſteems himlalt an Oracle of the Law ) told them, this was @ Nega- 
tive Oath and woutd fignifie «+thing. 1 argued, That if I had (poken foch words, 
the place where they were Kid ro'be ſpoken Was not Within any part of the City, 
but in Gloceferſhire, and thar in the Womens Oath there was no mention of any 
particular Mayor of Ghcefter more than Briftol , or Briftol than Coveritry ; but to 
maniteſt Hom, jibe not {o vogratefully i])-bred as cauſcle(ly ro affront o eminent 
a Magiſtrate and one of my Patrons, I offered to rake my Oath that 1 was far 
from ſpeaking thoſe words, ' that they were not ſo much as in my thoughts, until the 
Womens ſpeaking them. Bur Sir John could ſpeak nothing but Law , and that 
diſcreetly and accepted neither my — as a Clergyman, nor my Oath as a 
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man; two. wimeſles ſwearing poſitively, and my Oath being only-Ucgarive /and 
in my own Caulc. I urged again, That it any perlon- had becn'faulry "id ſpeak- 
ing rudely , of ,another, to any ingenious men his being aſhamed thercofrwas fuf 
ficient jon, and that ir was (atisfaftion enough in. my judgeraent:that my 
{elf five. more ( perſons of known repute /) could ſinter he words not 
by. mc, and-what | offered was argument enough thar I eſteemed ſuch 
tnitbecoming-me, that it could not appear other than Malice and Revenge in 
women 3.and laſtly, that it the werds had really been (ſpoken, I ſaw naigroand 
2.4 they had for ſuch procceding, bur that my rudeneis was my own ohnillenae 
Sir John infiſted upon the poſitive Oarhs, and required ſurety, which: denied fo 
uch- as to. ſeek tor; So my Mittin was made and I was committed to Newgate 
Prifon far the ſpace of ſix days, Sir Fohn Knight, Alderman Willoughby, Alderman 
Hix , Alderman, Stevens , and Alderman Lawford figned rhe Mirtimus: during 
which time I gcfired on Sunday and Newyears day to haye the liberty to officiate 
at my , Pariſh. Church paying a Keeper to go! with me. The Goaler dared not 
permixthis, withour the Mayors leaye. I wrote to the Mayor to delire that liber- 
ty, but was denied. Ar 11x days end I gave Bayl, bur the night before 1 went forth 
of the Priſon, .the Keeper of it ( being ſent for into my Chamber to receive his 
Chamber-rent and Fees) began to perſlwade me to a fubmifſion and to :calt my, 
ſelf wholly upon the Mayor and Aldermens mercy : my: anſwers averſe to/his pro- 
policions ſeemed ſtrange, elpecially in regard of their Power, and that '( although 
perſons very. rich in their own priyate fortunes ) they would proſecute: me with 
the, Chamber-ſjock, and in fine would certainly ruine me. 1 replied;-2har'-lirthe 
of their loveto Juſtice would appar in their relying only upon - their - Power-and 
Riches 4- that 'the truſt was preſumed to be pur into the manegery: of- thoſe that 
were impartial, who would not be moyed ro wrong doing by etther favour or 
{plecn. ,. At laſt after much diſcourle to this purpoſe |]- ſaid, Cone; Gome, My. Hole 
{ the Keepers Name ) thy are a company of Noddies and know not what» they do. This 
was a grand Offence and moved the Sophies to high- indignation, eſpecially by the 
Keeper ( ropbtain with his Maſtcrs the repure diligently jealous of their 
eſteem) adding and ſwearing more than was ſpoken, h words in themſelves 
mecrly frivolous. Hereupon I was again commutted  anid-detained.under cloſe con- 
finement.. ten days mare, and then Bayled- forth. - During my Confinement the 
Mayor, Sir John Knight, the rwo Sheriffs, Mr.. Robert Aldworth the Townclarke 
who had been a Collonel in Service againſt King Charles the 1f. and Son 
of that inſolent and ungratejul Rebel Aderman Aldworth, who being Mayor of Bri- 
fol, ſhut the City Gates againſt his Mafter, and the King forcing his entrance, with 
an unuſual an not only prohibited Military Execution- ( as in thoſe caſey) 
bur was graciouſly. pleaſed both to pardon: the. Traytor and recommit to him- the 
Sword. Va his Majeſty bad no ſooner lett the-City but Aldworth, did (-notwith- 
ſtanding his many pretcnſively thanktul afſeycrations of: furure Allegiance ) conſpire 
againſt his. Prince, whoſe moſt eminent Compathion reprieved him from the'jaws 
of Hell,' and made the City a Parliament Garriſon. Mr. Robins Steward of the Sheriffs 
Cour was ſent with diverſe othersto the Biſhop with the Complaint of my rude car- 
riage towardthe Mayor at one time,and molt of the Magiſtrates of the City came at a+ 
nother, Sir John Knight,as moſt potent in Law, laid openthe offencein a ſpeech very co- 
pious and prodigiouſly cloquent, concluding with a Prayer that I might be proſe- 
cured for this miſdemeanour in the Eeclefiaſtical Court; Mr. Aldworth ſeconded him; 
but Mr. Robins cxpreſly denied to (peak againſt a Clergy-man in a Cauſe whereof 
he was alrogether diſſatisfied. - The Biſhop -( when Sir Johits Gaping fit was over ) 
had liberty ro-deliver his (ſentiments, that he. chought the Magifrates had done yes 
ill in Commirting a Clergy-man to Priſon on pretence of mildemeanour of words; 
that -if any words. deſcrving puniſhment had 'been ſpoken, he accounted himſelf 
'the proper Judges, That rhey had: ſhewed roo much of prejudice and little 
knowledge-in,cadeavouring to inflict on any man. tor che ſame offence rwo pu- 
niſhments; ualeſs in ſuch caſe as the Law did clpecially provide 3 That he had 1a- 
ken carc,t0 examine the whole matter and found that there was nothing but ma- 
.lice in--it, heing confident that the words ( which the:Women teſtified) were not 
.{pokeny and. that ( if ſpoken) he ſaw no remedy that they had by ſach ways of , 
proceeding z That it, was a blemiſh to-cheir Authority and Judgemetus to give cat 
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t ſuch impertitient Informations : laſtly, 'T hat he required chem forrhwich & Re- 
leaſe me, But Sir John to manitelt his Subrilty as well as Eloquence, hadirelerved 
to the laſt whar he hat! roalledge ot mott weighty Conſequence, I had at- 
faulred and beaten a Boy '{ Bingham before mentivacd ) in the Church-yard of 
St. : Philip, &c. upon St. Folr's day in the: Even laſt 5 That by the Stature of the 
fourth ot King Edward the {ixth, every Clergy-man hghting, itriking or brawling. 
within the Precintts or limits ot any Church or Church-yard be forthwith ſuſpend-- 
ed- from his Office. His Lord{#:p replied, 'T hat Sir John miſtook- the meaning 
of the Statute, ir being intended to curb the liccatiouſnels of extravagant Per- 
ſons, who except by the ſenle of a Penalty, knew not how to diſtinguiſh Pla-- 
ces Confſecrare trom Uncouſecrate; T har Sir oh thewed himſelf miſled by paſ- 
fion in ſpeaking ſo ſharply againſt a' C/ergy-man, and forgetting the ” 
the Boys inlolence in dilturbing Divine Service, and beating the C/erk and Sexton 
with ſiones 3 That withall he had done well i:1 ſhewing his reſpeft "ro the. 
Church by promoting Proſecucion againſt the Wornen, who followed Mr. God--. 
wy1 through the Church-yard brawling , tcrming him Rogue and:Pepift Vilain, 
with many other approbrious Terms, which (although u proved otherwiſe) 
might have provoked him-to unadvited Expreſhons ; that the Starute - urged by 
___ enabled rhe Ordinary ot the Dioceſs to proceed againſt Lay-perions ot- 
fending againſt che Tenor ot it to ſulpention 4b ingrefi keclefie as well againſt 
Clergv-men to ſuſpenſion 4b Officio ; I hat theretore he mult either proceed a- 
gainl the Sextons of the Cathedral tor correcting, in his view, Boyes or others 
misbehaving themlelves in the Church, or tufter Divine Service to the Reproach of 
Religion to be huddled up with a mixture of all forts of contuled noiles 3 which 
was Mr. Godwyns Calc; And taar fceing Sir Fobn, 1a the preciſe Letter of the 
Law, termed this Act of Mr. Godwyns an Aſſault upon the Lad, as Biſhop he muſt 
proceed- againſt the Mafer of. the Schoo/ within the limits of the Cathedral to a 
luſpenſion as often as any filly Womag ſhould complain that -her Son, or Grand-. 
ſons, or Cozens Buttocks were aſſaulted by the Mater. Sir John retired with 
much regret that his Learning and Faculties were (lighted; but before departure 
gravely informed his Lordſhip, that ic would not redound to his Honowr. to de- 
fend tuch as delighted in affronting Magiſtrates, and ro encourage Clergy men to 
be Strikers and Revengers of their own injuries. At the Quarter Seſſions tollow-: 
ing two Indictments were drawn up againſt me, and found by the Grand Fury. 
Theſe being upon appeal removed ro'the Kings Bench, in the Hillary Term fol- 
lowing comihg to London; as | pafled through Chancery Lane in order to advilc 
with Mr. Gregory ( now Sir William Gregory, one of the Honourable Barons of the 
Exchequer ) I met with Alworth before-mcntioned, who with much- pretended 
kindnels falured me, and defired my company tor a ſhort ſpace in Lincolns - Inn 
Walks. I conſented and received there diverle tawning and bemoaning exprethi- 
ons,intimating how much he reſpetted me, and was troubled at the unhappvDit- 
ferences between the City and me. - He importuned me not to proceed, for that 
his afte&tion ro me was fuch thar he would make up the Breach, and beger in the 
Magi#rates an advantageous underſtanding of me; That his acquaintance with 
me ſince my coming to Brifto/ aſſured him that what was Sworn by the Wo- 
men was malitious and falle, with much more of that nature. In. fing, | pro- 
miſled not to proceed, it he promiſed me faithfully ro rake care that no advan- 
tage thereof ſhould be raken.: This with excecding -pleaſantnels and. {miles he 
chanke me for, bidding me not doubt-in the leſt but that he would do that and 
more than I could unagine conducing both ro my credir and intereſt, 
{ging my ready inclinations to.a peaceable compoſure. 1 relying on thele pro- 
miſes returned to- Brifol, immediately after my return was taken into cuſtody 
by Proceſs our-of the Crown:Office tar- nor proſecuting the Traverſe, and was for- 
ccd to/pay Chargesand give ſccurity ro traverſe the Inditments. The next Tera 
I mer himin Weſtminfter-Halt, where: he began to accoſt me withrhe ſame whee- 
dle ; and” my retorr of his breach of Promile gave him no bluſli nor moved 
him from 'any Complement, only be affured me that {mall charges would ſiz+: 
nitie nothing in reſped cothe kindnefſes which he intended mc. Many endcaring 
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expreſions 1 reccived, but bluntly told him that -# would no more believe 4 
Peron who had once forfeiced his Credic in an affair of fach a fort, that is 
might have been at will preſerved, wiſhing him to attend the Court to make de- 
fence, for that I reſolved by the grit opportuniry by Counlels Motion to en- 
deayour to quaſh the Indiftmentss Which the next day by the now Mr. B«- 
ron Gregory was performed , the Court ſeverely checking Mr. Townclark for ad- 
viling and defending ſuch Proſecution. Now it p God to fruſtrate the 
malitious intentions of theſe pcople without any great affliction to me. Yet I 
cannot bur obſerye by the way, that ſceing how deſperately the two Women 
and Ho/t {ware , had their knowledge been better informed, they would un- 
doubtedly have ſworn to a higher Pitch. For the Perjary being the ſame as if 
they = þ {worn Burglary againſt me, the Oath would not have choaked them 
ſooner in one caſe than the other. Holt not long after diced ravingly mad, 
and crying out againſt Perjury, and demanding what's the reward of Falſe Swear- 
ing ? Mrs. Wright, Binghams Grandmother lived two years after or thereabours, 
and then falling ſick, and bring near death, was frequent ( as divers, who yi- 
fired her, informed me) in very horrid exprellions as deſpairing, although preten- 
ſively ſhe was very religiouſly addifted. I was told likewile by certain Neigh- 
bours who viſited her, that ſhe was very delitous to ſpeak with me, and to that 
end I came thrice, -as well our of pity as Conſcience of Duty to Pray withand 
diſcourſe her, but her Daughter ( Bingham's Mother ) denied me admittance. 
This Daughter is yet, or was lately alive, but, poor Wretch ! moſt unfortunate 
ever ſince that Oath taken, living before that very proſperouſly. She's laden 
with infamy and ſcorn by the milcarriages both of her Husband and ſelf ; and 
her other great calamuries _ not to be reflefted upon, it the leudneſs of 
her life, and no apparent ſenile of that miſery did not ſpur me on thus to 
mention ſo great an Objzet of Compalhon , on whom I beſeech God to have 
mercy. - 

In the ſame year of Mr. Morgan's Mayoralty ( Sir Fohn Knight and Mr. A1d- 
worth being the a Contrivers) I had two more admirable Trials of my 
Patron's atteQion. The firſt was the old Proje&t of Scandal, ( and ( were not 
my Evidence Mr. Bwrroughs then Swordbearer now dead ) I would more plain- 
ly ay Subornation of Perjury to render me ſcandalous) to the carrying on of 
which they buſily rampered with ſuch as were eſteemed meet for their , 
whom while ſupplied with drink , _ found ready. to fay any thing that 
might gratifie their Maſters, Their chief Fator was one Thomas Warren, whoſe 
employment it Was to pick up Merchants of Fame. . Of ſuch feaven ( Men 
us Women ) were ſclefted as able ro carry on the work, whole Names, and 
the Subſtance of what they were to Teſtifhe being brought ro Mr. 4/dworth, he 
drew them up in form ready for Oath and Signature. , This was diſcovered 
by Mr. Burroughs, ( a zealouſly loyal Churchman) who gave me the reſpet of 
a viſit, and to adviſe me to look ro my ſelf, for that he overheard ſome whiſ- 
perings of deſign againſt me, and ſaw Papers handed from one to another by 
the Mayor, Townclark and others upon that day dining with the gs In ſhorr, 
the Mayor and other Particles of Faftice were on a certain: day drawn together 
into tha Council Chamber of the City, to fir, as in a Council of War, to deter- 
mine of a Poor Vicars Repute ; and Thomas Warren was File-leader of the Ex- 
ecutioners; For two of the ſeaven appeared not at all. The five managed one 
by one by Warren, and brought to A/dworth ( who ſtood in the Stairs keading to 
the Chamber to preexamine and inftrutt ) denied to ſwear what they had Bid, 
Warren was angry, and Aldworth askt them what they came thither for, if thy 
would not Swear > To whoſe queſtion they anſwered , That Mr. Warren 2 
them drunk, and that ( whatever they had faid in their drink ) they would 
10t ſwear what was read to them out of Mr. Aldworth's Papers for all the world. 
So the Kight Worſhipfal and Worſhipful deparred as wile and honeſt as they came. 
Their intentions had been buzzed about the Ciry among the Conventicling 
Parties, before Mr. Barrongh's diſcovery , alt not fo privately , but chat 
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they knew. got what it was, the day only being known when ſomething of art 
high nature was to be proved againit me. This brought the Faftious Buds in 

and the wvncertain rumour brought the ingenious {orrowful men to be 
ſpeCtarors. Diverſe of thele laſt ſaw Warren bulic in whiſpering and introdu- 
cing the Witneſſes one by one, but Mr. Ryrroughs only heard the words ſpoken 
by and to Mr. 4lworth, having, by virtuc of his -Office, more liberty than 
othersto come within hearing. 

This Holy S$tratagem was improſperous; but Malice being alway aftive, they: 
are furniſht with a new Devyile.- Matter of Scandal was fome years laid afide, 
bur in the ſame Mr. Morgan's Mavoralty I was ſent for to the Tow/zy by a Ser- 
jeant, and there broughc up into the Council Houſe, where Sit Fohn Knight rwat- 
led at his accuſtomed ratcs, demanding of me particularly by what pretence of 
right 1 received Tithes within the [liberties of the City, my Anſwer was, As law- 
ful Incumbent of the Vicaridge of St. Philip of Jacob within the City. Sir John rc- 
plied, That the City by its Charter was exempted from all payments of Tithes, the 
Chamber paying fourteen ( to the beſt of my remembrance ) pounds yearly to the 
Abby of Tewkegbury part of the Queens Dower pro omnibus Decinis Ville Briftol. 
I juſtified the Tirthes my right, as being reccived by my Predeceflors ſo'lon 
as that the memory of man could nor alledge to the contrary, and that 
would defend the Rights of my Church ro the utmoſt of my power, not fear- 
ing Gods blelting upon endeavours and a Cauie fo juſt. The Pariſhioners, {uch 
as were Phanatical and willing to contribute ro ruine the Church, had private 
notice to be ready , and the Chict of them called up into the Comneil Honſe; 
and commandcd to pay no more T ithes to me or any ſucceeding Vicar of that 
Pariſh, afſuring them, that it 1 brought any aftion againſt any of them, their 
charges ſhould ve reimburied out of the Chamber ſtock. 1 urged that the Re-+ 
Hor of St. Michaels in the .City received T ithes time out of mind for Lands 
within the liberties of the City, and that the Ciry Chamber paid the Incum- 
bent of litcle St. Angatines an annual Compolition for Priors Hill, in regard ic 
was made common to the Citizens for certain uſes, and ceaſed to be beneficial 
as formerly, together wich other Lands within that Pariſh, upon which Build- 
ings were erected. Sir John learnedly confited me with faying, that that of 
Se. Anguſtines was marner of benevolence, and the other ſhould be enquired into. 
I departed, and in purſuance of my Promile, ſerved Thomas Warren and others 
with Subpenaes out of the Exchequer for non-latisfation for my Tirhes. They 
defended the Cauſe for a while, bur, after conſiderable expences, coming to the 
ſucceeding Mayor Alderman Stevens with a Bill of Charges, and to Pericion 
for an Order jor Reimbwrſement according to the former Aſſurance, the: Mayer 
( alchough very forward in encouraging them the preceding year, and as for- 
wardly concerned in the former practiſes againſt me) had conſidered of: the 
marrer, and anſwered that no ſuch Order ſhould be granted; That Alderman 
Morgan galloped too falt in promiſes, bur that he would trot on conſiderately 
in performancies of his cugagements in raſh attemprs. This anſwer cooled my 
Adverſarics, and for that time they came ro Compoſition z neither did'1-fiud 
any further trouble from the following Mayors or other than due reſpects. 

Bur the turbulent Spirit of Phanaticiſm began by bandin together, ro bring 
ro pals by cheir own Purſes and Subriltics , what they failed of efteQing by the 
Magifrates. To this end divers of them ( fourtecn in number) nn into a 
Compbination and mutual engagement to detain my Tithes, not only within the 
Liberries of the City, but thoſe pants of the Pariſh which lay without the City: 
The” Names ot thele were John Dow! , Thomas Warren, Jobn'Teage , Richard 
Winſton, Robert Miles, and Francu Bell, Principal Confpirators ; with whom 
allociated in Councel Thomas Edwards, Thomas Wright , Henry Lang not 
lued, but promoters of the others obſtinacy. The reſt: were rather drawn in, 
and therefore after ſome time left them. Bur three years they held mein Law, 
making Affdavits of one fort. or other, and bringing down Commiſſion upon 
Comm(ſim. Ar length ( when they had almoſt -worn me out) they began to 
ſaſpc&t and diſagree among them(clyes. = the Greater charged the Meaner 
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with ſuch Large Bills in Parnerſhip from time to time, that they began to fear 
themſclvcs..enſnared, and to ſhew their Bills. This I by accident hearing was 
not wanting to add tewel to their jealouſic, which increaſing, they' deſerted the 
Knot of Complicators, and not only compounded with me , bu? became alſo 
Conformable, The reſt ſtood oft, bur not much longer. The miſs of oo many 
Contributors troubled them ; for Seditious mcn as rhey are Malicious. and care 
not how dceply they engage in milchict, {o are they tor the molt part $editious 
our of Covcroulnels. Theſc allo began ro be jealous one of another, and by 
degrees compounded, all except Teage and Winſor, who in concluſion were the 
Aſſes, which bare the others burdens; for thcy were compelicd ro agreement 
on almoſt atbitrary Terms. T hus was the ſtorm over, which by moſt rational 
mens conjeaures would have funk or wrackt me; but Divine Providence reſer- 
ving me to further trials, permitted not this Diyice to be ſucceſsful ; their own 
follics rained what in thcir firſt conſultations was pernicionllv rclolved. Then 
} had ſome reſt for two years , the tollowing Mayors Sir Robert Toemans and 
Alderman Streamer bcing fo generoutly and diicrectly aftefted ro Loyalty and 
the Diſcipline of the Church, that the fly Conventicler durit not attempt by them ; 
The Biſhop would not be moved, and the Law gave him no encouragement. 
The Adverfary had , during the late times of Confuſion, concealed the Vica- 
ridge Rights, and hoped ro have involved chem in Cuſtom, in'vmuch that art 
my firſt coming thicher my yearly accounts of the Vicaridge Tithes, Offerit 
and other Cuſtomary Duties amounted nor to thirty pounds; which (by their 
own wranglirg and difingeauous practiſes chiefly ) 1 had by this time raiſed to 
be an hundred and ten pounds yearly, being pertetly aflured they were worth 
thirty . pounds morc. Bur I thought | had done enough, and was deſirous of 
embracing that tranquility, which then ſeemed ro Court me. - 
Nevertheleſs witihin halt an year after the birth of my confidence that I ſhould 
be at reſt ( having partienrly wearied the men of commotion ) it plealed God 
that | was afiCted with a violent Qrartan Ague, Which worried me two yeary 
together. - Towards the end of this diſtemper a certain Quaker named Morrice 
Willams ( whoſe Wite was Maſter and Governor according to the methods of 
perverſene's in general uſe among Setaries ) fearing a Law Suit for the tithes of 
many years in arrcars, came to me and reckoned with me, the account ariſing 
ro twenty. three pounds and upward. This Debr he faid he could not pay in 
ready mony, neither otherwile, in regard of his Wites unmanagable temper. 
But he deſired me for the furure tro take my Tithes in kind, wherein I rout” 
have no oppoſition, bur a free allowance from him (o. tro do, and alſo to take 
as much more as my T ithes yearly until the Debr ſhould - be farisfied; T1 i; 
was on both fides concluded, but not pur in execution , Morrice Williams focn 
alter. dying. His Widow I deſigned to compel ro payment, being able to prove 
the account and acknowledgements of her Hudband. To this end [ cauſed her 
to be ſummoned into the kcclcltaſtical Court, where ſhe was required cither to 
produce and prove a will, or to Adminiſter ro her Husbands Eſtate. She deni+ 
£d any. Will made, or to rake any Oath in order tro Adminiſtration. Her retu- 
ſal being entred{ adminiſtred as Princigal Creditor, and by virtue of my Ad- 
miniſtration rook into my Poſleition divers Head of Cattle. , Bur Mr. Thomiz Day 
( beforementioned ) being Landlord of what ground Morrice Williams farmed, 
cauled the Cattle to be brought back by an illegal Replevin. His reaſons for 
terching them back were grounded upon a pretended Right-that he had” to 
chem, as being made over to him by Morrice Williams in his-liferime ;- and 
that the caule of this Conveyance: was that Williams and bis Wife being obſti- 
nate Comventiclers, if their Cattle ſhould be (cited for penalties, in mceting con- 
trary to the Tenor. of the Aits again? unlawful Afemblies, they might be diſa- 
bled from paying his rent. So here® was a preſent. Fraud to baffe the proce- 
dure of Juſtice, out of prerence: of an inconvenience that might pothbly follow. 
Mr. Day was that year-one of the: Sheriffs, which. ſwelled his confidence, and 
gave his diſhoneſt thonghts the larger. Wings. \'But yer this knack of the Con- 
veyance of the Cattle did not look fate theretore at laſt the Widow lucd forth 
Of 
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of the Prerogative Comrt Letters of Adminiſtration, and although not ſworn, was 
returned ſworn by one ( Matthew 1 ſuppoſe ) Hazard a Nonconformiſft Preacher. 
I oppoled my Lerers of Adminiſtration to hers, and upon a Commitſon in- 
quiry being made what Bona not«biha Morrice Williams had out of the Diocefs 
at the time of his death, there was only proof that a certain man owed him 
five pounds for Hcy received from JW/14ams ; but upon cloſe examination it was 
found a deſperate debt, the Debror owing ma!'y hundreds more than he was 
able co pay, ( whereas it is required thai he had of fuch a value in Goods or Good 
Debts to make it a Prerogative Ca'e } nemther couls they prove whether this 
Debtor was then within the Dioceſs or not. T his notwithſtanding (I being 
confined by ſicknels ro my Chamber, and not able to appear in or look after the 
managing of my ButineG) the Adminittrativa was granted ro the Widow. And 
after my recovery being in London with my Prottor admiring how the Cauſe 
was fo carried, | received only chis fatitaction trom him z This it i to bring into 
any Court 4 Canſe which us againſt the intere}t of the Court. 

Mr. Day was not cotitent with this Victory, nor with ordinary Courſes for 
recovery of Damages pretended to be ſuſtained in driving of the Cattle, bur tued 
my Servant to an Outlawry in' the Kings Bench. The Outlawry was furreptiti- 
ouſly obrained ; and the proceedings were in the Kings Bench on purpole to make 
the Charge cxcethive betore I could be able to make defence. Theretore the Wric 
was taken out in the Middle of Hillary Term, and the Man arreſted and impri- 
ſoned, no Bail or Remedy toybe taken, but chat he muſt continue a Priſoner until 
by Habeas Corpus he could be brought to give Bail before one of the Juſtices of 
the Kings Bench, wiich could be no ſooner than Eajfer Term. Had not Malice 
and Zeal to Fattion ſpurred him on, that is, if bare reparation for a Treſpaſs 
had been the utmolt of his intention, the Man might any day, or almoſt any 
hour of any day have been Arreſted, the Caule would fooner have come to 
Tryal, and (if Juſtice had favoured him ) his damages would have certainly nor 
have been the leſs for his fair and legal proceeding to Judgement. However 1 
reſolyed to ſtand to T rial, _— delivered a Writ of Habeas Corpus to the under- 
Sheriff, Mr. Day n ſome other Phanatrical Pradtiſes, and daily and hourly 
after the delivery of the Writ, ſome or other from him were tampering with 
my Scrvant, inſtilling into his mind many fearful apprehenſions of Mr. Days 
power and his own Danger, and at length whecdled the filly VVretch our of 
three pounds, and into a General Relcalc. 

Buc now 1 am to relate Pa in compariſon of which, all that hath been 
faid is fo flight and inſignificant, that the paſt aftions of minc enemies (eem ra- 
ther Complements and Civilinies than matter of Complaint. And it the truck of 
what I am delivering were not known to many men of indiſputable worth and 
integrity, A in and near the Places of Aftion, I ſhould forbear to write 
what I muſt ſuſpect that few or none would believe. Bur here Malice mct 
with an Agent, Who beſides his Power knew how to manage a Church-murder- 
ing Weapon. I was adviſed by Dr. Ironſide ( the beforementioned Biſhop ) and 
my ever Honoured Lord to procure a Qualification to make me capable of ſome 
kindneſs, which his Lordſhip would confer upon me as oppotmunity ſhould ſerve. 
I hereupon wrote to one Mr. Francis Me/ſam then belonging to the Paper Office 
in Scotland Tard to make fearch for a Vacancy, and ro give me neceflary in- 
ſtruftions ro whom 1 muſt repair for obtaining of ic and when. Bur he very 
expeditely ſent me down a Qualification under the Lord Denzil{ Holes Hand 
and Seal, acquainting me that he had given the Lords Secretary, as his accuſtom- 
ed Fee, five Gumeas, and letr the cada of his diligence ro my own Plea- 
ſure. I cerurned him ſeven Gyneas, and the Inſtrument withal to be alrercd, 
the Clark in drawing it having committed a miſtake, naming Thomas Godwyn 
Vicar of St. Peters inſtead of Vicar of St. Philip and Jacobs Charch'; which recci- 
ving amendment of that error was ſent back ro me. I came divers times to - 
make offer to his Lordſhip of my ſervice, and to render him thanks for this ſo 
ample a favour, bur his Lordfsip being either beyond Seas, or in the Country ar 
ſuch times as I was in London, I had not the ins of my Worthy Patron. I _ 
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fels his being one of the Five Members filled my mind with inauſpicious jealou- 
ſies, fearing that he could not be waſht white with all thole Secred Lavers of 
Royal Clemency and Grace wherein he floated, who (corned to publiſh any Re- 
cognitions of the Horrid Indignitics and Affronts thrown upon an Incomparable 
Prince. Within three years after my becoming a Chaplain ( to a Lord, whom I 
could not love, neither was very ſolicitous to know ) Dr. Ironfides died and the 
truly Heroick Dr. Carleton ( now Biſhop of Chicheſter) ſucceeded. He obſer- 
ving the Synagogues of Satan to be mor? in eſteem and frequented than the 
Temples of our everbleſſed Redeemer , and the infolent behaviour of thoſe that 
were trained up in thoſe Nurſeries of Pride and Miſchief, with a truly Epiſcopal Zeal 
laboured the {uppreffion of them. Theſe endeavours muſt be ſuppolcd to be re- 
ceived, not only with the utmoſt reproaches of a Calumniating and Viperous 
Generation, but alſo all the ly Arts of Revenge. Which nevertheleſs could 
not reach his Lordſhip ; and therefore they conſult how ro wound him through 
the ſides of the Obedient Clergy. Of whom likewiſe two only appeared open to 
their attempts, the Reverend Mr. Pleyde! Rettor of St. Peters Curch there, and 
now Archdeacon of Chichefter, and my felf. In concluſion Mr. Pleyde// alſo brake 
the Snare, bur that laid for me was of greater ſtrength. For the Lord Holles denied 
the Signing and Scaling the belorementioned Inſtrument, and expreſly before the 
late Lord Chancellor accuſed me of forgery. His Lordſhips Secretary was ſaid to 
be gone into France, and Mr. Melſam was removed and not to be heard of. A 
pretence was likewiſe formed to the Lord Chancellor that I held rwo Benefices by 
the means of this forged Qualification, and that St. Philips in Briſtol was lapſed 
into the Kings Hands by my _—— another Benefice, being not legally ena- 
bled to hold a Pluraliry. One Mr. Thomas Cary was by the forwarding and un- 
derhand afliſtance of the Holy Rabble, preferred to be a Petitioner for a preſen- 
ration on the account of the Lapſe, and the Lord Chancefor exalperated with the 
Lord Holles's Cong and other Calumnies ( requiſite at ſuch a time for 
compleating ſuch a Projeft ) would not receive my Addrefles, petitioning either 
for a new Preſentation to correft what might be prerended to be error, or a ſuſ- 
penſion of Mr. Carys Preſentation, until the Lord Holles's Secretary ſhould re- 
turn to England, when I doubted notto clear my elf of the imputation. Mr. Ce+ 
7 being preſented, I wrote to the Biſhop ro entreat his Lordſhip to forbear in- 

iuting him, for that I was aſſured by good Counſel that my Title was govud, 
and that I reſolyed to defend it. His Lordſ-ip received my Letter very joytul- 
ly, and for a while denied Mr. Cary Inſtirurion. But by ſome artifice two of 
my Friends were wrought upon to believe that his Lordhips rejefting Mr. Cary's 
Preſentation , would highly redound to his Lordfips injury by incenſing che 
Lord Chancellor, who hereby would be compelled ro complain of the Biſhop ro 
His Majefty and the Council-Table. T hat the Biſhop would hereby incur His Maje- 
flies Diſpleaſure, and be ſo far from promoting my intereſt, that he would ren- 
der me utterly uncapable of furure favour, which would be the conſequence of 
Submiſſion, and room made for it in my Lord Chancellors Breaſt by Friendly Me- 
diation. This plauſibly told ro theſe two Gentlemen, (whole Names I torbear to 
mention,in regard of the trouble which the diſcovered fraud gavethem )and by Per- 
ſons free from injurious intentions, to Whom it had been derived from many and 
difterent tempers,they readily deliver the ſame to the Biſhop as their perſwalton,and 
his Lordſhip thinking it (feſt, and beſt conducing to the growth of my hopes, In- 
ſtituted Mc. Cary. | Half ur hour hadinot paſt after his receiving Inſtitution &re 
a Letter to his Lordſhip fronafme was brought with the news, that I had proved 
the Qualification to he Signed and -Seated- by the Lord Holes, and that Mr. Lord 
Chancellor would be aflured thereof the next or ſecond day by the Lord Holtes, 
who promiſed to :make my Lord Chancellor a viſit on purpoſe to clear my inno- 
cence. The Biſhop was not more joyous at the removal of the Lord Holtes's mit> 
apprehenſition, than afflited with his laſt AQ, and that he was induced to ic 
betore he conſulred me. Burt he could nor recall what was done, therefore he 
adviſes whether there were yet no remedy left. To this he was anſwered-, 
That although no other Patron, might revoke his Preſentation after Inſtitution, = 
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the King might before Induftion. Whereupon his Lordſhip immediately diſpatcht 
an Order to the Churchwardens not to deliver ro Mr. Cary the Keys of the 
Church, nor ſuffer him to be indutted. Bur this _— no cure; for the 
before named Thomas Warren by Ladders, had put up a Boy upon the Roof of 
the Church, which Boy went in at the Steeple Window, aud down by a Bel- 
rope into the Church, and opened a door which was only bolted within, and 
Mr. Thomas Palmer (ſo famous for his ſervice to the late Parliament-Genera! 
Blake, for his holding the Church of 4/7 Saints Brifol, which was the right 
of that Reverend, truly Loyal and Orthodox Mr. George Wilkamfon ejeted thence 
by Scqueſtrarion, and no lets notorious tor his lcaudalous piecemeal Conformity 
in the Churches, wherein he hath bzcn concerned fince the Reſtauration of the 
Church of England, his private wheedling ot Nonconformilſts, and publick refi- 
ſtance of his Dioceſan in his charitabl: endeavours of Regulation ) this Mr. Pat- 
mer was ready at the violation of the Church, and did indu&t Mr. Cary, and ( if 
I may inoffenfively write what 1 only conjecture) probable reaſons prompt me 
to ſpeak him the principal Contriver. Mr. Cary thus gor into Poſleſſion, I that 
had nothing lett wherewith to luſtain a n<ccllrovs lite, muſt cicher quierly re- 
linquiſh my right, or fooliſhly contend againit one that tought me both with my 
own weapons, and thole of a rich and inſulting Party. 

Burt now I muſt return to ſhew by what Providence the Lord Holles be- 
came convinced that there was nq Forgery in this martrer, unleſs in him or them 
who were guilty of framing the Accuſation. Waiting on a certain day upon 
Sir John Baber, ( who was divers times pleaſed to treat me with the telpets of 
a Kinſman, and was a Neighbour and intimate of that Lords ) he adviſed me by no 
means to frequent the way through Coven-Garden, fhould my buſineſs thereabour 
be never io __ tor he underſtood that the Lord Holes would certainly 
take me up with a Warrant, and proſecute me to the Pillory for Forgery. 
could not but be enraged hereat, and many ſuddain conceptions traverling my 
mind without order, | nevertheleſs without much heſitation replyed to Sir. John, 
that my innocence would protect me, and did now render -me fearlels; that 1 
would cither preſently, or at the firſt opportunity of admittance ſhew my ſelt to 
His agate { and ( if he attempted or mentioned any ſuch thing ) let him know 
how much I dared contemn the threarnings, and could glory in the ſufferings 
of further proceedings. Sir John blamed me as very ill adviſed, carneſtly diſhwa- 
ding me from ſuch dangerous raſhneſs. His Counſel neverthelets had nor prevalen- 
cy, but] rook my leave of him, and for ſome time walk under the Piazza betore 
his Lordkips Door until 1 had digeſted ſome neceſſary conſiderations which then 
exerciſed my thoughts. While I was thus walking my Brother Mr.Mergan Godwyn 
a Perſon in Orders, and now Vicar of Bulkington in Warwictſtire ft along, to 
whom [| related Sir Johns words and my own refolution. My Brother approving 
my intent, went With meto his Lordip, who waso far from menacing, that very 
complementally he defired us to fit and ralkt very much like a good natured Ger 
tleman, who would not willingly deſtroy a Pilcher or Sprat. In diſcourſe he 
chanced to uſe the name of Mr. Newnan. Now | had formerly been to wait up- 
on his Lordſhip, but mithng him mer with his Secretary and Mr. Francis Melſam 
before mentioned , with whom fitting, as they talkr (though of matters not 
concerning me ) twice or thrice they repeated the name of Mr. Newman. Which 
that I ſhould remember ſome years atrerwards, moved me to the greater thank- 
fulneſs ro my Gracious Preſerver, in regard it ſurmounts my reaſon. But I (remem- 
bring it) had ſpent much time in enquiry about the Court and other places for 
Mr. Newman, although to no purpoſe. My fancy ſtedfaſtly perſwaded me that 
this Gentleman either knew what his LordFip had done, or could dirc& me to 
Mr. Melſam, which would be equivolent. After ſo much labour in vain his 
Lordſhip purs the diſcovery in order, which more juſtly and invgeniouſly he 
had never occaſioned. He ſpeaking of Mr. Newman, 1 ſoon told his Lordſiip, 
That I was confident that Mr. Newman knew the Hand and Seal of the Inſtru- 
ment to be his Lord/hips At. Doth Mr. Newman (faith he ) know any thing of 
it * Well, Mr. Goldwyn, I will ſend to ſpeak I him to morrow. But I cannot 
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believe T did it, for although the Hand be very well counterfeited, yet I am aſſured 
that 1 never had ſuch a Seal in my life time, but pray come again to morrow int 
the Evening, and 1 will tell you what Mr. Newman /aith. 1 departed with this 
Order, but had nor ſo much filly patience ro wait until his Lordſ-ips Mcanders 
and Intricacies ſhould entangle the Gentleman. Therefore enquiring of his Lord- 
ſhips Porter we tound his habitation to be in the Palace Tard at Weftminſter, the 
Gentleman to be a Fuſtice of the Peaceyand a Barefter of the Temple. We firlt de- 
fired to know whether he had at any time heard of one Mr. Thomas Godw 
Vicar of St. Philips in Brito! ? He anlwered, Tes. Did you, Sir, ever hear t 
he was Chaplain to the Lord Holles? He replicd, I know zt. But pray, Gentlemen, 
why do you enquire this of me ? Becauſe ( as we an{wered ) it is made a doubt whether 
the Lord Hollis did ever qualifie him or not, it being reported that what he hath pro- 
duced as his Lordſhips At is meerly forged. Tt is (faith he) no ſuch thing ; 1 ſaw 
the Lord Holles Sign and Seal it at Somerict Houle, for the Secretary being fent 
about his Lords buſineſs, left it there with me, the Writing having three blanks, 
which 1 my ſelf filled up; and when it was to be Sealed the Secretary having forgot- 
ten to leave the Seal, hs Lordſhip askt my advice whether anether Seal were not ſuf- 
ficient * upon my anſwer that it was, hu Lordſhip borrowed his Son Sir Francis 
Hollcs's Seal, and therewith Sealed it. Moreover ( faith he ) by miſtake the In- 
ftrument was penned as diretted to T homas Godwyn Vicar of St. Peters, and in 
regard of this error was remitted to be amended, which I ſaw done in my Lords Pre- 
ſence, and inſtead of St. Peters was inſerted St. Philip and Jacob. I then inform- 
ed him that 1 was the Perſon, telling him likewile of my danger, and entreat- 
ing him the trouble to certifie his Lordſhip with what he knew and had ſpo- 
ken. He preſently performed ir, his Lordſhip ſeeming to hear ir with aſtonifh- 
ment. Burt that which more aſtoniſht me, was the borrowed poſture of a con- 
cerned gravity, which he pur on to cover the former denial; for it is moft in- 
credible that ( Sir Francis Holles's years then conſidered ) his Lardkip knew not 
his Sons Seal, which he muſt have (cen probably above one thouſand, at leaſt di- 
vers hundred times. His Lordſkip further pretended much ſorrow, that he had 
wronged me by ſo unhappy a miſtake, bur _ he conclnded himlelf (ur- 
prized ſome way or other when he ſet his Hand to the Writing, yet ſeeing I had 
tluffered thereby in my Reputation and Fortune, he would upon his Hononr la- 
bour his utmoſt to redeem them, both with the Lord Chancellor and otherwile. 
1 entreated a ſhort Cerrificare of this from his Lordſhip to the Lord Chancellor ; 
to which he replied, Mr. Godwyn, 3 will readily do more than that, and will on 
purpoſe go to morrow to my Lord Chancellor , to teſftifie your integrity. ] delired 
his Loraſhip to excuſe himſelt that trouble, a ſhort Lerter from him being as (a- 
tisfaftory to my Lord Chancellor as his oral teſtimony. But he anſwered, Mr. God- 
wyn, ſuſpett me not, 1 will «pon my Honour ſpeak to my Lord Chancellor , and ſet 
you upright in his efteem. Burt here we have place to oblerve, that ſometimes men 
arc poſleſt with very thin and ſoft thoughts of Honour, when their words make 
them ſeem impregnable againſt the remprations of vitious and malitious popula- 
rity. The Lord at the time promiled came to my Lord Chancellor, but (as the 
following diſcourſe will demonſtrate ) was fo far from the leaſt endeavour of 
wiping of the Stain, with which he dilcoloured me, that contray wile: ( think- 
ing what was done already to be inſignificantly regardleſs ) ſuch additions of 
Scandal and Notorious Debaucherics were delivered into my Lord Chancellors 
hand in a memorial (I would call it a Libell if a Noble Hand were nor in ſome 
meaſure concerned in it ) containing a whole ſheer of Paper, written on borh 
ſides, that no wretched Criminal in Newgate could be laden with more. It was 
more thana year after &re I could learn from whoſe hand this Paper came ; bur 
when I knew ir, no At ( except the thought of the Commithon of any of thoſe 
objefted againſt me ) could more ſeize me with horror. I came to Mr. Thynne 
( one of my Lord Chancellors Secretaries ) very joytullv ſuſpcfting nothing of the 
Policy of the Upſtart Vulgar in the Conſticution of Nobility, ro overwhelm the 
memory of paſt injuries by the accumulation of greater. Mr. Thyme produ- 
cing this Paper, I deſired of him, and preſently after of Dr. Sharp to know who 
was 
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was the Author, and What Were the mcans of Jultificarion, of which I wat 
ſolicitous out of (elf affurance, that no proot or probability of fuch guilt could 
reſt upon me. They anſwered that thcy could not fatisiic or direct me in ci- 
ther. Art length walking in wy Lords Gallery with the Dottor my great vexation 
turned to (uddain laughter , which he feemed ro behold with more trouble 
than he did my diſcontentedneſs, and deſires ro know what might caule a change 
ſo ſuddain. I anſwered, it was the remembrance of a Dyſtich in Hudibras, 


Thus Juſtice while it winks at Crimes, 
Stumbles on Innocence ſometimes. 


The Dottor demanded wha: I meant thereby ; I anſwered , that it was one oo 
lage in thar liſt of accuſations, and that 1 would ( it he pleaſcd ) relate untohim 
4 Peice of Impudence {ſcarce to be parallel'd,, yet nothing mote fignally accept- 
ed and rewarded. 1 ſhewed him the Article, detiring him to hear what I had 
more to lay. 

On a certain evening in the Summer ſeaſon near cight of the Clock, Mr. Cary 
( now preicired by My. Lord Chancellor ro St. Philips Vicaridge ) with three 
Country Gentlemen, ( who intended to take Horle at the Lamb at Lawfords Gate 
near my Vicaridge Houſe ) and a Citizen called upon me, defiring me to accom- 
pany tnem to that Place and partake with them of a Glals of Sherry. I denied 
not, bur after cach mans Club of halt a Pint, I paid my own and Mr. Carys ſhot, 
and returned home, and was in my Bed by one quarter atter nine of the Clock 
at fartheſt. A merry vein took the reſt and held them there until fix the next 
morning. The reit retired to what Lodgings they could ger z; Mr. Cary only 
and the Citizen went home. I received trom the lips of the Citizen and two 
of the Country-men at what high rates they had drank, and in what a trim they 

cd, they pretacing their ſtory with thele words, 1t's wel{ you departed ſo ſoon. 
_ ſpeak more plainly, but do nor judge it requitite. Only I add, Thar the 
Auchors of the Libel! knowing the time of our ingreſs into the Tavern, and the 
time of my departure, muſt ncceſlarily know my departure home in ſcaſon 
and conſequently my not _ wich the Company at their breaking up, an 
Mr. Carvs bcing there till the laſt minute of the ſtay made by the reſt. Yer my 
reſervednels was traduced and puniſhed for idlenels and intemperance, and Mr. Ca- 
rys night Studies mer with the recommendations of the Saints, the Patronage of a 
great Lord, and by their means a remarkable reward. 

I do not think that the Lord Holles did himiclt trame that Paper of Articles ; 
but whether in conſultation with the Brifo/ Agitants he did not encourage it, 
I dare not againſt my opinion affirm. I only affirm his Promiſe betorementio- 
ned made to me upon his Honowr, was cither never, or at leaft not at the time 
Promiſed pertofmed. And I have orecat reaſon to think that he never intended 
the Performance. For Sir John Faber, (ome little while ater telling me, thar 
the Lord Holes would return me the Inſtrument, with what indorcement ſhould 
be neceflary for the vindication of my repute among my Friends, ( fuch as might 
probably think amils of me, when tame was grounded upon {o great authori- 
ty ) the Lord acknowledged that he did promile it ro Sir Fohn, bur being then 
buſie will'd me to come again, and that he would look for ir, and lay it afide 
for me againſt my next coming. I contels I expetted not performance , bur 
had a delirc tro make a through inſpeftion into the nature of a five Member Man 
changed. Ar my next and Jaſt coming his Lord-ip rold me that he did make a 
promiſe ro Sir John Baber, bur through torgertulneſs of the Promiſe, on a certain 
night being in a paſſion he burnt ic, bur truly was exceedingly forry for it. And 
this being the word of a Lord ] was bound to believe ir, although I ſhould other- 
wiſe have thought the ſorrow ſuch as needed the Dottors conſolation to his groan- 
ing Board. 

| became apprehenſive what Honor and Promiſes were in the eſteem of them 
that had dared to lift up their hands againſt Gods Sacred Vicegerent, and was 
leſt ro the remedy of Prayer tor — irom all fuch for the furure. Bur 
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whither to betake my ſclf 1 knew not, having neither money nor imployment. 
Yer 1 had not long waited when the Reverend and my kind Friend Dr. Wood- 
roffe took me down to Shrivenham in Barkshire to officiate there as his Curate : 
Where for lome months I lived very quierly and plcafantly, having no Pha- 
natical broyls, entangled with no Law Suirs, nor peſtred with daily paſſing a- 
midſt the throngs ot ſcrewed faces diſtorted with hypocrifie, malice and the fu- 
ries of ill Conſciences. Bur after tome time ſpent there, my ſingular good Lord 
Dr. Carlton Biſhop of Briſtol procured me a {mall Reftory of torty pound per 
annum called Filton within tour miles of Brifo! , wiſhing me to be contented 
therewith until ſome berrer opportunity ſhewed ir lclt. 

During the time of Mr. Cary's Polleſhon,divers Perſons learned in both the 
National and Canon Laws, adviicd me that St. Philips Vicaridge was not lapſed 
when Mr. Cary became pretender to it by that Tide, but that by my accepting 
Filton it became void and would be lapled. I therefore relolved to take no no- 
rice of it ( it others ſhould it without obſcrvation ) until it were lapſed into 
the Biſbops diſpoſal; at which time I readily reccived a Collation thereto from 
his Lordfkip, and upon the 1oth day of Fane, in the year 76. (as I take it ) was 
praccably inducted into the Church by Mr. Archdeacon Pleyde! betore named, fix 
Vejtry men ( the Church-wardens being not at home ) __ lome other tubſtanrtial 
Parifioners being preſcut. From the Church I went tothe Vicaridge Houſeand 
rook pollcilion thereof without the leaſt oppolicion, and atter ſome time (penc 
in it 1n diſcourlſing I departed, firſt delivering the Keys of the Church and Houſe 
to the Pariſh Clerk in the fight of the Archdeacon and of thoſe Veliry men and 
Pariſhioners, who had accompanied me, to be kept for my uſe, and fo went 
home to F:lton. Ja the morning I returned, and at the ulval time began to 
rcad Divine Service, and proceeded therein unto almoſt the end of the ſecond 
Leſſon without any perlons gain-laying or motion to the contrary, except that 
Mr. Cary, while 1 was rcading the Seraphick Hymn, went up into the Pulpit, and 
after ſome ſtay there, being beckoned to by his Brother John Cary ( a faftious bu- 
lie fellow ) came down again, and with his Brother and Thomas Warren went 
forth of the Church, and in a ſhotr {pace returned with about ter more in com- 
pany. Eight of theſe ( Mr. Thomas Cary ſtanding by, bidding and encouraging 
them with promiſes of Indemnity) came ro the Reading Desk, interrupting 
and requiring me to ceaſe Reading and come down. One took che Bible, ano- 
ther the Service Book from betore me z others pluckt me by the right Arm, 
and ſome by the right Leg, and in {o violent a. manner drew me our of the 
Scat, that my right Leg was pulled down three ſteps the other remaining above 
by reaſon of ſomewhat in the way hindring its moving and their haſty Fury 
allowing me no time to help my felt. By their fo ſpreading me I was pur to 
inexprellible torture, and am yer lame, and do doubt I ſhall continue fo while 
I live. Having drawn me our, they plucke off the Surplice, and rare my Gown, 
and ſet up their Ido! in my place. This commotion began juſt at my reading 
the ſtoning of St. Pax/, out of the 14th of the A#s, the ſecond Leſſon for thar 
day being the Feſtival of St. Barnabas. 1 ſtayed in the Chirch until Mr. Cary 
had ended his Sermon ; but when I was come into the Church-yard , the 
Conſtables (who it appeared were ot the perſons, whodealt fo barbarouſly with 
me ) laid hands upon me to bring me before the Mayor for breaking the Peace, 
and cauſing a diſturbance and uproar in the Church. I told them that I would 
willingly go with them, for that I thought my Reading Divine Service could be 
ho breach of Peace or cauſe of Difurbance ; but was rather of opinion that their 
ACtions would be interpreted no lels than riotous. Coming before Sir Robert Cann 
then Mayor, they began a grievous complaint, That I had kept Mr. Cary out of 
the Reading Desk, and had diſturbed che Congregation, and had beaten them 
being Confables, cndeavouring to keep the Peace. When filence from their im- 
pertinent Falſitics gave me liberty, I acquainted Sir Robert of my Coll tion, In- 
duftion and other As before related ; and that I was no otherwiſe concerned 
with any Perlon than by performing the Requiſites of my Office according to the 
injunCtions of the Church, until thele men interrupted and laid violent hands upon 
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me. The Mor told them, That whereas they Had accuſed me, themſelves 
were the Ottenders, requiring of them to appear the nexr morning at the Tow/- 
zey. Thirher 1 came with Mr. P/eydel/ and tuch \Witnetles as both ſaw my In- 
duAion on the Satzrday, and mine and the others derneanor on the Sandayz and 
Mr, Cary came With his famzaries. T here were preleme on the Bench the Mayor, 
Sir Fohn Knight, Alderman Olffe, Alierman Knight and others ; to whom gt- 
ving an account ot what had happened the preceding day, I delired the Offca- 
ders might be puniſhe and I reſtored (as I ought) to polticthon of my Church. 
Sir John began to examine Mr. Plerdel/ by what Power he gave me Induftion ! 
who anſwered, by virtus of a Mandat from the Biſtop of the Dioceſs. Sir John 
delired him to ſhew ir, that themiclves and their Town Clerk reading it mighr 
judge whether ar were lufficient ro enable him to do what he had done. T hat 
Mr. Pleydel/ anſwered, T hat as ſoon as he had by an indoriement certified his Act 
he returned it me. Sir John very fiercely demanded ic of me; ro whole deman 
I replyed , Thar my bulineis bctore them was mor to cxamine the Legality 
of the T itle, but the torce and violent reraking poflcition, and the Riot com- 
mirred in a conlecrared Place, upon a Peron exerciied only in officiating in the 
Charchþ ; 1 'vat Mr. Pleydel{ and fo many other W irnefles proving my peaceable 
Induttion and Potlcthon, 1 ought ro be reſtored, and that Mr. Cary had his reme- 
dy at Law it inſtitution and Induftion had been given me upon unjuſtiftable 
grounds. Mr. Ramſey the Town Clerk {queeke it for Law, Thar if I refuſed ro 
thew my Title, Mr. Cary ought to. be continued in Polizthon, So laid Sir John 
Knight, and Alderman Jokn Knight. The Mayor and Alderman Ohffe de- 
clared their Opinions, T hat my Puſlethion being no torcible Entry, bur pro- 
ved to be taken without oppoſition , | ought ro be reinſtated in it, aud 
that they were no competent Judges of the validiry of mine and Mr. Cary's 
Titles, which muſt be letr to a Superiour Decifion. Mr. Rym/ey continuing ro de- 
liver himſclt in the formcr Opinion, Sir Robert Canre rerfified to declare hig 
thoughts to be as before the ame, and faid further ro Mr. Rumſey, Mr. Town Clark, 
Tou are by your Office to direit us what is Law, and if you miſgnide ut, as I very 
much ſuſpect you now do, bbok you to it. Thus Malice, or Jenorance, or both pre- 
vailing again(t Juſtice and Reaſon, I was left ro ſeek Redreis where elle I could 
find it, none to be obtained there. Bur to ( ro make a ſhew of Juſtice) on the 
Wedneſday tollowing a Jury was impannelled ( every perion thereot bring nored 
Conpventiclers ) to enquire of the Force z but no notice thacrcot Was given me, nor 
Mr. P/eydell, nor any other concerned with me. T his ary readily brought in 
againſt me a Verdidt of forcible Entry, and he who had twice made forcible En- 
tiy ( frſt by putting a Boy by Ladders to go in at che Ciurch Steeple to open the 
Doors, and {ccondly, by puiling me violently our cf the Reading Place, was coo- 
tinued in Poſtcethon. 

Bur as to the Adtion in the Church I cauſed Mr. Cary, and as many more as 1 
knew engaged in ir, ro be cited in the Ecclefiatical Court, and profſecured upon the 
Statute of the 4h of K. Edward the 6th. T his Protecution wasſo managed, tha: 
notw:thltanding many arts uled and deiaying prattites, Mr. Cary was forced to beg 
an agreement. Which he did ficft by Mr. Horn, a Reverend Prebendary of the 
Cathedral, coming to Mr..P/zyde//s, ro entreat his interceſhon, whom Mr. Cary 
preſently followed into Mr. Pleyde/ls Houle, vouchiahing (although a Thing other- 
wile of moſt exalted Spirits ) ro defirc him to interpole berween us, and prevail by 
a Retcrence to put an end to the difference. It was my hap to come thither a 
little ſpace before Mr. Horn. Mr. Pleyde/! telling him that I was in the Houdf, 
{aid withal they ſhould have a {peedy Reſolve. The day before I received a 
letter, acquainting me that mv Lord Chance/br had received fatisfaftory accounts 
of the injuries I (uſtained by the Lord Holes , and his Nonconformift Chents, 
and had granted me a Preſentation to a Benehce in Pembrokeſtire, which was al- 
ready paſt the Seal. This Lerter put me upon Conſultation, whether ic were beſt 
for me ro prefer this, or my Brifo! Intzreit. In concluſion, my hoprs of a more 
peaceable lite in Wales than Brifo/, induced me to accept of an agreement, if ſuch 
were offered as would indifterently compenſate my Charges. But before any 
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thing done I judged it became me to receive my Dioceſans direftions; who ap- 
proving my conceptions, this I reaty of accord being oftered I embraced it. Nor 
as a Reference (which was very much urged ) bur it by propoſals and argu- 
ments on cach ſide of the reaſonableneſs of them any accommodation could be 
wrought, I conſented to a meeting in the Evening at Mr. Alderman O/4fe's Houſe 
in order to it. The four preſcat were alone mentioned the perions ro meet ; but 
when I came thither I tound Mr. Penwarden Reftor of St. Stephens, Mr. Brent of 
St. Thomas, and one Mr. Fry an ingenious Clergy-man, living in the City but not 
beneficed. B:rween the time of my promiſe to meet and our mecting, Mr. Horn 
had ſome conference with the Biſhop concerning it, and brought with lim a Let- 
ter, wherein his Lordſhip adviled me ro accept fifty pounds, which he tound 
Mr. Horn on Mr. Cary's part inclined to give. It came open and had been ſeen 
by the Company before my coming z and Mr. Horn and Mr. Cary had offered 
torty five pounds. When I had read his Lordhips advice, I was told what had 
been propoſed ; to which I anſwered, That I ſhould not have accepted (o ſmall 
a ſum as fifty pounds, it his Lordſhip had not thought fit that I ſhould accepr it, 
I not being wont to call my Biſhops judgement in queſtion, elpecially his, of whoſe 
very good affeCtions :o yards me [ was fo well aflured ; but it that were paid our 
differences ſhould be at an end. Forty five was the moſt they cf:red ; bur I 
would abate nothing of fifty. Ar lengch Mr. Brent directing his ditcourſe ro me 
in exhortations to Peace, I told him that I would refer the Cauſe to himſelf, if 
he pleaſed by but thre? minutes refleCtion to conſider it and make it his own caſc. 
The reſt of the Company per[waded Mr. Brent to undertake the decifion of this 
Matter, who in ſhort time ( after a ſecond demand whether cach of us would 
abide his Judgement ) ordered Mr. Cary to pay me the tull fifry pounds. On the 
other hand I was ordered the next Court day to withdraw my Suit commenced 
in the Spiritual Court z ſecondly, to = Mr. Cary a General Releaſe upon the 
payment of the mony; thirdly, ro {ign, when tendred ro me, fuch a Writing 
as Counſel ſhould adviſc, whereby I hould be obliged, neither by my ſelf, nor 
any other perſons by my procurement to moleſt Mr. - | for any Act or Thing 
done before the Sealing of it. I was herewith very well fatished, and Mr. Cary 
ſeemed ſo much more, giving Mr. P/eydell and Mr. Horz (not only verbally bur 
otherwiſe ) great thanks for their pains taken in bringing us together, and to 
Mr. Brent the like for ending the Controyerſic. Afterwards Mr. Cary and 
I ſhaking hands, and all animolities laid aſide, Mr. Cary deſired of me 
forbearance of paymenr ot forty pounds of the bity, for that he was not at 
preſent furniſht with ſo much mony. I agreed to forbearance of thirty pounds 
if he gave me Bond and Sccurity for that ſum, and paid me rwenty pounds in the 
mean time. Ar length ic was concluded berween us ( this being on a Friday 
Evening ) that on Munday — he ſhould pay me twenty pounds by two of 
the Clock at the ſame Houle, and there likewiſe give me Security for the remain- 
ing thirty. This being private diſcourſe when agreed upon, we related it ro the 
Company ; before whom allo he defired, as a kindnels, my delivering to him 
my Books of Accounts, and what Papers I had relating to the Pariſh Tiches and 
Cuſtoms, which I promiſed. Burt when Manday came Mr. Pleyde// and I appear- 
ing at the Place, and Mr. Cary ater ſome ſtay beyond the time appointed, com- 
ing with his Brother John Cary, I began to diſcourſe him concerning our bulineſs, 
relling him that I had performed according to Mr. Brents Order what I was on my 
part to do, that is, I had in the preſence of his own Proftor withdrawn the Cauſe, 
and was ready to ſign the Relcale and other Writing upon receit of the twenty 
pounds and Security for the reſt. He hereupon was no more the tormer Mr. Ca- 
ry, who ſned ro me by his Friends, and himſelf for an Agreement, and icemed 
as it were tranſported to another World upon the Compolure, but began to de- 
ny Security, affirming that he would never have any man engaged for him, bur 
if I would take his own Bond for payment within three years, that he would 
give. And this was all the fatisfaftion I have reccived to this day. Sir John Knight 
I imagine upon good grounds out of his invererate malice to me, diſlwaded him 


from performance of his promiſe, whoſe counſel Mr. Cary finding TI of 
anger 


(2r), 
danger by my withdrawing the Suir, did readily” cntertaih,” partly out of his owt 
diſpoſition to integrity, partly in imitation of the pious Exainples of the Pattics, 
which ſer up and protected -him. 4 3 

This was done in A»gruft, bur at the Michaehrnas following I arteſted him' up- 
* on the Contradt, by an Action*raken our of rhat which they call rhett the Fye- 
Powder-Court. My Avorney declaring on my behalf, a Rule being encted requi- 
ring their Plea by ſuch atime, ir was nor filed or delivercd in divers Courts atrer 
the time limitted. Whereupon he being called in Courr, and not appearing, 
Judgement oughr to have been enrred on my behalf. Bur contratiwiſe there was 
a juggle with the Clark of! the Office (who was one of the-Atturneys for the De- 
fendant, 'a thing (I luppoſe )' ſcarcely: juſtifiable 3 and another prerend- 
ing the Plea to have been brought into' the Office fn Court time, which ought to 
have been delivered , not only betore t!at- Coat was called, but before three 
Courts precedirg that. I required my Arturneys t&take no notice of their Wea, 
bur ſtrictly co proceed to | Judgement and Execution. Brit the Steward of the 
Coxrt refuſed to-enter Judgement, and ordered a Jury to be” Impanelled for the 
Trial of the Cauſe the next Morning. I intehded to have kept to the advantage 
given me, reſolving to proſecute the Steward in caſe he thould continue partial ; 
bur being perſwaded that a Trial could not be my diſadvantage'in a Cauſe (o 
juſt and ptarn, I was prevailed with, eſpecially hearing the Names of the Fury-men, 
who in my Conſcicnce ] eſteemed as honeft. | 1 contels I had alſo ſomewhat of 
experiment to try upon Mr. Cary, whether - he could be conftant to his lately im- 
bibed Principles, and appear without bluſhing and aſtoniſhment, where fuch Wit- 
neſles as I had to produce ſhou!d on Oath publiſh the gto(s turpirude of a Fatt utter- 
ly inexcuſable. Ar the Trial Mr. Horn, Mr. Pleydell, and Mr. Penwarden proved 
exattly the three Conſiderations on which I had Jrampend my demand of fifty 
pounds ; Bur Mr. Brent having been very ficklv ſome time before this Hearing 


proved the three, but withall added a fourth Conſideration, namely the delive- 


of my Books and Papers relating to the Pariſh, which as ir was none of the 
Crndidercaions, bur an attermade Promiſe upon requeſt, *{o neither was it decla- 
red for ; yet it was proved that I had told Mr. Cary that I had brought them to 
ſuch a Place in Brifo/, where he ſhould receive them upon the payment of the 
mony. Nevertheleſs Mr. Brents teſtifying this as a Conſideration] was Nontuited 
and the Jury diſcharged. Whether this Knack was really matter of Law, 1 do 
not undertake to know ; Bur the Jury-men and the reſt of the ftanders by de- 
parted, declaring that they thought ir impoſſible that Mr, Cary ſhotild” be guilry 
of {0 maniteſt a piece of Knavery as was now laid open. © For, alas ! they be- 
fore eſteemed him as ſome Rarity of GoZs more eſpecial Handy work, {crit thi- 
ther by an eſpecial Providence. Nevertheleſs he altered nor his Cottitenance, 
bur (as the Whore that Solomon mentions going away wiring her mouth, and faving 
fhe had done no harm, (0) he gaining by them cared nor by what brand his Afti- 
ons were noted, and thought the ſhame would be worn out when rhe mony re- 
mained in his Pocket, knowing withall that he had multicuges ready to blanch 
his blackeſt deeds, eſpecially in any thing of concern agaivſt me. 

It he had never delired an agreement, I had meerly as in reſpedt to the Preſen- 
tation to Poylchrohan in Pembrokeſhire been a Gainer more than the mony promi- 
led. *T he death of the Biſhop of St. Davids Dr. Lacy, and the late Archbiſhop 
Dr. Sye/den ſoon atter occafioning unfortunate and chargeable journeys and arten- 
dance, with the forementioned Law Charges in endeayouring to recoverthe bfry 
pounds, cauled me forry rwo pounds expence, beſides the charge of a Clergy- 
man ſerving the Cure, and demanding unreaſonable rates (the Place and Coun- 
try eſpecially conſidered ) beſides the havock made of my 1 ithes in Church-war- 
dens di{poting, and the ruine of the Parſonage Houſe by my Predeceflors Widow, 
who did tear up and carry away the Boards and Timber of three Root entire. 


ly, and almoſt of a fourth, together wich eight Doors of the Houſe, and divers 
Gares from off the Gleab Land, and other Waſtes and Inconveniencies. 


Nevertheleſs at length I arrived at my Parſonage, where I mer with Pariſho- 


nets, who conſtantly frequented the Church and $.craments, and among whom 
was 
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was no ſort of Diſenter, not any that ſeemed inclined to defraud or give me atly 
rrouble in my Tiches or Dues. Their Conformity and peaceable Demeanour cx- 
ceedingly gladded me: I began to overlook Fortune, and with diſdain to view 
her malignity, and to rell hcr that my proſpett of a quier lite in that remote r- 
gle of rhe Kingdom was reparation for all her injurics, and ſtrongly conceited my 
ielf baniſht out of the reach of misfortunes. Bur Faion, which icarches the very 
Abifles of Hell for Weapons to furniſh its Armory, wherewith it darcs atrempr 
upon Heaven, exerciſed its Faculjes, and ſent afrer me Exccutioners of my In- 
fant Tranquility. I thought that the Brifto/ mens Malice had fatisficd it fclf with a 
Luſty Revenge in my paſt loſſes and ſufferings. Bur nong & more apparent 
than that Oppreſion ſul its own fafery, it the Opprefed not continually 
beaten down with treſh blows and addition of wei t Commerce 


againſt me, and what Pr and Anſwers were made. ing our Friend- 
ſhip he heard the InveRtives of thoſe men ( for I knew them not) whom the Party 
at Brito had employed as Aker two or three Congreflcs he began more 


for q nx pare: or any thing that could correſpond with thoſe motions fo 
*and high int 


if lirigjons cauſes of Afton were framed, he would contribute his beſt advice and 
help in my defence, rathcr than ſuffer me to be ruined by il] praftiless However 
they failed of Mr. Powel, they hit a_ a {urer inſtrument Mr. William Skirm, 2a 
fort of Underſteriff of Pembrokeſhire, who by himlelf, Brothers, Relati- 
ons or Clarks, ſeldom faileth of managing that Office at the rate he doth it. Ar 
the time of theſe men being in that Country Mr. Thomas Brother of Willzam Skirm 
had the Name of Underſteriff, and knew his Employment ſomewhat better than 
his white Staff thar he carried as the Signal of his Office. The Brifo/ Fattors had 
not ſo much Wit as Malice, but brought into Pembrokeſhire Writs for Coſts dereCt- 
ed to the Sheriffs of hy any and Briftol, which would no way ſerve the turn 
there. But William Shirm knew how togratific them, relolying upon ſome pre- 
ſent fetches until he ſhould be berter furniſhe wich inftrutions from Brifte/. i 
I write as their own Confeftion at Caermarthen in Company of one, whom they 
ſa{peted not ro know or have any acquaintance with me; And further as bein 
uncapable of provoking Mr. Skirm, ( whom I had never (cen, of whoſe name 
had never before heard, neither dwele nearer to him than fourtcen miles, the Ha- 
ven flowing berwixt) by any ſort of injury that may be pretended in his De- 
fence, or oy relating to him. pu 

This firſt Proje&t of William Skirm's ( for which the Aſle his Brother as Under- 


periff DRE) was concerning a Bill of five pounds duc to one Mr. Daniel 
Lewis, This Lewis bad been affigned payment in Corn according to his own de- 
fire, but whether by his own change of mind or being inyeigled, in J#4 giverh 
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me notice that he expefted payment in Many and not in Cora. Necelhity compel- 
ling me ro cntreat ay ern mull Michaelmas following, with which requeſt þ he 
arted ſeemingly very willing to wry 6 Bur upon the 29th day of __ next 
owing a Daughcer of Lews's (and lervant ro Eſſex Merrick Ekqite, utpeed 
ro be a principal Contriver with Skjrm ) came under preteuce of diſcourſng me 
concerning her Fathers Debc. relegly alter her encry, one b-longing tv rhe catne 
and told me that there were Baylilts near. che Houſe. The Door being ſhut, 
Lewis Daughter whilſt 1 was looking out at Window, was bulic mag the 
Door, but was (een ajand prevencns The } hens Baylif Henry David t at 
the Door very tur! again and again, threatning to break ir ing 
that he had miner lo 2 do, attcmpring the ſame wk a ol ie. 
the Dore, After theſe menaces he retired ſomewhat trom the Door 
Proclamation, (I hcard the Words and divegs of my Family befides hearing, ſaw 
the poſtures) holding a large wruten Paper y the Corner. His Proclamation 
Was, Thomas Godwyn Clark, Kettor of Poulchrohan, I require thee in the Kings Name 
to come farth and ſurrender thy Body to me, as the Sheriffs Baily, upon pain of Re- 
bellion. This he did thrice, and then came again to break open the Door , I 
threatning to ſhoot any Perion that ſhould offer to break open any Door of my 
Houle. y - this manner he ſpent more than wo hours, I in the mean time won- 
dring how ſtrange and difterent from thale of other Countrys, were the ways of 
occeding in Pembrokeſhire. Art length my Man Servant driving home a Cart- 
of Corn, the Bayliffs ran to him and ſeized the Horſes. many words 


Tranny. 
made 


may betixe chem, Henry David {triving to unharneſs them, they thruſting the 


e, anq the Man t em, laid the Man, My Mafter hath entruſted me with the 
Horſes, and 1 will loſe my life rather thangart with them without my Maſters Order. 
This no ſooner aid, bur he knockt down David with the But end of a Pitchfork, 
and after three or four dry blows-drives the Cart to the place where it was to be 
unladen. David riſing up again, came after him with a drawn Sword, at which 
my Servant exaſperated, beat him more ſeverely than before, and by accident 
ſtruck ſome kin trom off his Arm. Before this, during the time of hisbluſtering 
about the Houſe, I had ſcat ro know what his buſineſs there was, with aſſurance 
of giving due ſfatisfaftion to the Law when I knew what it required ; and to this 
I had no other anſwer, but that I muſt preſently open my Doors, and ſurrender 
my Perſon tro him. Bur at laſt, upon my Servants coming, he reccived what his 
diene demanded, and ſo departed. In returning he with Lewis Wife and 
Daughter ( the reſt were vaniſhe ) went co my beforenamed worthy Friend 
Mr. Nathanie! Powels houſe ro entreat ſome Cordial Water 5 this fainting Fx- 
ecutioner of Mr. Skirms Laws. There he told a lagentable » how the She- 
riff ſending him with an Execution iflucd forth of tho Laugey Daniel! 
Lewis Plaintiff, I and my Servant had beaten him and reſcued the Horſes taken 
in Execution. Mr. John Powel being preſent read the Execution, and the Bayliff 
having ſhewed his Wounds and Bruiles went away. This Execution was-taken 


- our, no previous Attachment or Summons ( one of the two being abſolutely 
: neceſſary) being ſerved in order to a Legal Trial z neither had I heard any thing 


of a Law Suit with Lewis, or in che leaſt tuſpeted it. Moreover, the ſecond of Sep- 
tember following I cauled the Carfitors Qffice to be ſearcht whether any Wrir of 
Fafticies ( without which the Gounty Court could nor ſue for atyy Debtor Account 
above forty ſhillings ) had been granted in this Caſe ; which was certified not to 
be granted. Bat this my ſawcinels — cp— Mr. Skirms aftions, Which were 
wour to be juſtifiable by his bare Will, made him excefhively cholerick, and to 
my face to threaten me- That he wou!d do my buſneſs. Yet Skzrm and one Richard 
Owen ( a Soliciter in the County Court ) thinking to Palliate the foulneſs of the 
AQt, gave out that David had no Execunion, but an Original Amtachment to ſerve; 
all which appeared to be falle, as well h into the proceedings of the 
Court, as Mr. John: Powel?s fight of the k 

Buc I mult return to look Henry David, who in the way home condutting 
the She Setter ( Mr. Lewis's Daughter ) to her Maſter Eſex Merricks Houle, the 
complaint was made to this Worlhiptul on putter, who immediately granced 
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forth his Warrant for apprehending me and my Mati. The next morning ( At 
gnft 30. ) the Conltables took and br t me before this Gentleman, and one 
Mr. ( Thomas | think to be his name) LLoyd of Grove, who required of me two 
Surcries for the Behaviour. I replying, that being a ſtranger in char- Country 
I could not every where procure Sureries, bur it they ſaw good to believe me, [ 
weu'd ( this being Satarday in the IE n_D on Mundaytollowing bring 
them Securiry ro Anſwer and Traverſe wharlocver Inditment on any prerence 
ſhould be brought into Courr. I explained to them Henry Davids words and beha- 
viour.and aflured them that I was not near him,burt keprmydelt within the Houſe, 
and thac he would ſend me no account wherefore he came thither, and that 1 
had no cauſe (if he had told me his buſineſs ) ro ſubmit to an Execution, in re- 
gard I had no notice to defend my Cauſe. Mr. Merrick anſwered, We know hine 
to be a great Rogue, but he hath ſworn againſt you, and you muſt either give 
good Bail or go to Priſon. I thankt them for their reſpects ro me as a Clergy- 
man, in refuſing me a Credit than which none is more uſually given to in- 
fcriour Perſons, eſpecially in a matter of Complaint by ſo notorious a Rogue as 
they beſpake him ; and then the Conſtables guarded me to the Town of Penrbroke. 
Theſe Juſtices, and moſt men inhabiting the County had known this Henry David 
to have been divers times acculed ot. Rapes, indifted and convicted of making ar- 
reſts and ſeizures without Warrant or Cauſe, of arreſting two Widows, and not 
allowing them time to procure Bay], but carrying them into uncooth places, and 
there propoſing ro compound the pretended differences, and releaſe them upon 
receiving (atisfation of his Luſt. For theſe and other cnormities the Judges had 
fined him , and commanded that he ſhould no more be ſuffered ro at as 
a Baylf. Bur being ſo much the fitrex inſtrument for Mr. Skirm, he was not in 
che leaſt diſcontinued. And. this is the Man, and this is the Cauſe, for which I 
mult be diſgracefully lead about by Conſtables from place to place, my wand 
eſteemed of no weight, and for which I had been preſently carried ro Priſon too 
if Mr. John Powell had not heard of it and came to my help. This my Friend did 
not only come and voluntarily engage for my appearance, but having made ſome 
diſcoveries of it, openly taxt and proved Mr. Merrick to be, if not a manager, 
yet one that knew the contrivances And to ſay truth; his carriage in this poinr 
only ( without the ſuſpition of things of a later date ro be mentioned hereafter ) 
are ground enough for me to believe the lame. ' 

Ty here in my diſcourſe pretending to be bent againſt Bri#o/ Nonconformiſts 
and their Agents, any ſeem to enquire what Mr. Merrick hath to do init, my an- 
ſwer is, That although he hath obtained ro be in Commiſſion for the Peace, yer is 
ſo far from being overzealous in the Caule of the King and Church, that he is (like 
the late Earl of Shaftsbury) all true Proteſtant, and out of his jcalouſic of Popery 
creeping in the clardd, knowerh how in his forms of Juſtice, Rates and Impo- 
ſitions to ſcandalize and diſcourage ſtrict Conformity, and to wink at Convenric- 
ling Liberry. His Farther wasa Dependant upon that grand Rebel the Ear! of Efex, 
who lead Presbyterian Villany irto the Field armed, with intent at once to deſtroy 
and make Glorious their Great Maſter the beſt and kindeſt of men. The ſame 
Earl was this Gentlemans Godf.uther, whence the Font delivered him Efex ; And 
how much a Fayourer of thole FaftiousParties he hath been, thole tew true Roy- 
aliſts of the County, who dare ſpeak, will inform the inquiſicive. Bur beſides, 
what hath been thus bred in the Bone, he hath allo an invererare hatred to Eng- 
hſhmen coming to plant in that Country ; witnels his many provocations of the 
Stout, Loyal and Diſcreer Coll. Mordant, who could have no reſt until his Pati- 
ence tired moved him roqualifc Mr. Merricks Gall by bleeding him in the Thighs 
and witneſs his many Conſultations how to ruine Mr. Barter (an cminent Mer- 
chant there ) and others , whom he calleth the Strangers, who come thither to 
eat the Country mens Bread  ” their Mouths. Add to his private diſlike of 
theſe, my Crimes of Loyalty, Conformity and a remote derivation, his great in- 
timacy with William Skirm; and this Quſtion hath its Solution. 

Art the Aﬀezes for the County held at Haverfordwef, and beoinning Sepr.the 1ſt 


I appearcd, where 1 met wich one Mr. Wi/liam Meare, who taking me aſide, _ 
I 
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red to know what was the Cauſe of the Clamour abdur Henry David I related 
all ro him as before; but ( faith he ) *tr5 ſaid and affirmed that it will be ſworn by 
Daniel Lewis's Danghter, that you threatned to ſhuor him ; truly ( ] replicd ) Sir, 
I called unto the Perſun,- who threatned to vreak up my Houſe, forbiding him, and 
aſſuring him, That if he attempted it, I would ſhoot him. And would you have done 
it ? Gaith Mr. Mear ; Indeed I would if I could, (I antwered) I would not have 
killed him, but if he had done any ſach thing, without ſatisfying me by what Warrant 
be did it, 10:11 have put ſome Peper in his Shins. He (miled and went awav; 
and ( as 1 learot afterward ) was Foreman of the Grand fury, betore whom a Bill 
of Inditment being brought, and Hezry David (wearing That after divers times 
threatning to ſhoot him, at length I and my Man had wounded and beaten him; the 
Jurymen ( as five of them together told me the ſame day) our of a deep lenſe of 
Davids many wicked Adtions and vile courte of lite, did all refule ro find the 
Bill excepe Mr. Meare, who told them, T hat although their reaſons for rejeding 
the Bill were ctherwiie good, yer now they were to be laid aſide, for that he 
himſelf heard me lay 1 would have frot him if I coull. This his alledging part 
of truth prevailed with the reſt to find the Bill. 

This Mr. Meare is al{> in Commiſſent for the Peace ; but his ways of keeping the 
Peace are very uncalic ro many men, particularly ro Mr. Thomas LLoyd ( a meck 
tempered Gentleman ) Refor of the Pariſh wherein Mr. Meare lives. Bur 
cy 6 no more of him ; for there is {carce any Gentleman or Clergyman in 
the County bur doth either fear or hate his Company. Mr. Merricks prejudices 
proceed from an old Leayen of —__ Party and Extraftion ; Burt this Mans 
cither our of a delight in trampling down and walking over ruines, or a dcfire 
of auementing his private fortunes by any of thoſe means which himſelf terms 
hone. The Scheme of his Religion 1s nor = finiſhc, and it's. feared” is a Task 
too difficult to be compleatred before his death. He is a man of ſuch imparriali- 
ty, that when they lye in his way he {ſpares not Neighbours more than Stran- 

ers, nor Strangers than Neighbours, but upon diſpleaſure they muſt all alike feel 
Dances | | 

Beſides this Inditmenr, by Skirms adviſe David alſo ſued me in an Ation of 
Battery and Aſwilt; and | refolved to ſtand the Traverle of the one and Trial 
of the other ; bur was diſappointed &y being arreſted in Brifol, and forced to re- 
move my ſelf up into the Kirgs Bench Priſon. Neverthelels I rook due courle 
for defence, but where Mr. Skrm is conccracd due courſes leldom take place. 

Bur while I was at the Afizes, having occalion to go into the Shop of one 
Mr. Hents an Apothecary ( who knew not me nork him ) as fatein it fometime, 
I] ſaw a man holding up his Armin a ſtring to pals to and tro through the Shop. 
Hearing him make {ome complaints to the Apothecary, and the Apothecary to call 
Henry David, | enquired of him what he was, and whac was the matrer with 
him. He anſwered, it is Henry David the Baylit whom the Miniſter of Pozd- 
chrohan had grievoully beaten and wounded. I delired co ſpeak with him, and 
coming to me cringing and ſcraping with abundance of reipeCt, vpon requeſt he 
related ro me the ſtory of his adventure, but with a mixture of notorious fal- 
ſhoods, eſpectally of my laying hands upon him. When he had ended I de- 
manded of him whether he knew me. He an[wered, No, if it pleaſe your Wor- 
ſhip ( I delire to be pardoned in regard *ewas his very expreſſion ) I never {as 
your Worſtip before in my life. Being twice more delired to rccollett himſelf, he 
fill affirmed that he ne'ther knew me nor had ever {cen me, bur believed my 
Worſhip was one of the Reverend Prebendarics ct Sr. Davids Carhedral. This was 
again and again repeated before the Apothecary, his Wile, his Wives Mather, and 
the Servant Maid. At length I diſcovered who I was, ſaying to the four ſtanders 
by, Is not this a Prime Raſen! to ſweer agaim}# 4 man, whom he never kiew nor ſaw? 
I am T homas Godwyn Rettor of Pou/chrohan. Upon which words, without a 
word rctort, he ſhufled away. Ar the ſame Afizes Mrs. Williams, Wite to the 
Vicar of Roſemarket in Pembrokeſtire, made Oath before Sir Francis Manley, Chict 
Juſtice of thar Circuit that this Henry David came and brake open her Houle after 
nine of the Clock in the Eyening, —_— lubmiſhon to his leud Offers. and 


{wear- 
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ſwearing he would lye with her before he went our of the Huofſe, and after uſing 
violence with entreaty, ſhe chanced to thruſt hinx down backward oyer a Stocl, 
and eſcaping out of the Houle, was compelled to lye hid*in the ſtanding Corn 
without Clothes for the ſpace of three hours, he in the mican time -fearching the 
Houle, and round about the Houle, ſwearing as before, and at his departure with 
horrid exccrations vewing he woyld have her another time although now he 
miſſed. This poor Gentleman Mr. JVi/liams being impriſoned for many years 
arrears of Tenths duc before he became Incumbent, and the Houſe ſtanding folitary 
encouraged this Villain to this impudent auemprt. And who now can doubr but 
that the eminent woxh of Henry David was Mr. Merricks, Mr. Meares and 
Mr. Skirms Excitement to a generous vindication of his injuries, and tke wounds 
given him by one, whom he never ſaw nor knew 2 

By this denial of his knowledge of me, and the Witneſſes of his behaviour 
at my Houſe, I thought my {elf {uffciently fortified for defence. Bur being de. 
rained in the Kwmgs Bench ſomewhat longer than I conjeftured, by theexorbitanc 
demands of Coling the Marſhall, and my want of mony, I could not recover 
home before the 'I rial, bur the Cauſe was loſt for want ot defence, and twenty 
five pound odd ſhillings Execurion taken out againſt me. And although I re- 
turned not home ſoon enough for a Trial, I timed my removal from the Bench 
ro another Priſon, and on Michae/mas Day, immediately before Evening Pray- 
ers I was arreſted by one Mr. William Morgan, that yeac Underſheriff, or rather 
Mr. Skirms Deputy. I often deſired ro know for what I was arreſted, but was de- 
niced, only was told I ſhould know ſoon enough, and fo forthwith was carried 
ro the Haven ide to pals over for Hverford-IWe}, where the County Priſon was. 
Bur at the Haven brinks Morgan (urrendred me to three of his Baylifs after he 
had, fitting upon a Bank, written this IWarrant. 


To the Bayliff of the Himdred of Caſtlemartin, and the 
Bayliff of the Hundred of Rooſe , and to William 
Philips , Thomas LLewellin a4 Henry 
Bayliffs eſpecally appointed. 


By Virtue of 4 Capias to me direfled out of the Great Seflions 
for the County of Pembroke, theſe are to require you to ap- 
prehend the Body of T homas Godwyn Clerk, and bim in 
ſafe Cuſtody to keep and deliver to the Goaler of the County 
Priſm at Hayertord-Weſt, until he ſhall! be thence legally 
diſcharged. 


Will. Morgan Vicecom. Depurar. 


So that I was again to be apprended , who was before arreſted , no Plaintiff 
named, no Cauſe of Aftion mentioned. The Bayliffs who were my Guardians 
told me that I was taken in execution at Henry Davzds Suir, and that the Sheriff 
would be with me on the Morrow; on the third day Morgan comes to me, [ 
having been kept at the Goa/ers Houſe in the mcan time. 'T hen upon demand 
he rold me as the Bay/ffs before, and ordered me to be pur into the Priſon. 
Within an hour and halt afterward I was commirted to a Room, the delicacies 
whereof I intending to recite, do at firſt rake leave to raiſe the Readers Expefta- 
tions. The entrance was well fenced with Locks and Chains, the Room well 
Boarded, and the Windows well Barrcd, but had never bcen Glazed. Bed or 
Bedſted there was none, neither Fire, norChair, nor Stool, or amy kind of Seat 
except a Plank with three Legs, and that of an cdious Houte of Office, .from 
which was no conveyance but into the Room beneath, which having not been 
cleanſed above cight years before, ſtunk beyond any thing to be named.  De- 
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twanding whether"there was na other Roam, the Goaler an{wered me, yes, buit 
that that was appointed for me as the beſt. Asking tutrher what 1 muſt lye up- 
on, he pointed, There's the Bed, which was an beap of Dutt mixt with fome- 
thing that only ſhewed ir bad been Straw, 21d (as it appeared ) had been the 
recumbency ot ſome poor Wrerches my Predeceſtors in Agverſty. I required 
him to procure me {ome freſh Swraw, he told me that he could not, bur thar 
the Bed was good cnough, and that many an Honeſt Man had lain there withour 
grudging. 1 offercd to give a Shilling for wwo Peny worth, and pay the Carrier 
belides ; He told me I mult be contented until Manday ( this being on Saturday 
evening ) and then I ſhould have ſome. No pertwalions could prevail to the 
contrary ; So 1 was forced to walk all night, excepting that when excethve wea- 
rines overrook me, I fate on the low Tripod, and with my Back againſt che 
Stone Wall never Plaiſtered tell aſleep, nil awakened again with the violence of 
the cold 1 aroſe ro walking ; and fo by turns I paſled the nights and one day. I 
hoped to have prevailed with my tender-nearred Governour on Sunday morning 
to furniſh my Chamber z bur tn vain. W hen cating time required that exerceile, 
the loathſomenels of the Place made the thoughts of Meat loathſome alſo ; bur 
necelliry compelliag | bz{pake it of an Inkeepers Wite dwelling oppoſite to the Pri- 
ſon ; bur when brought the Goaler weuld not attend ro open the Door, bur ir 
muſt be thruſt in at an hole in the Door, through which a Trencher or Plate 
could not be delivered. However on Munday | was proſperous, and tumbled in 
much clean Straw, and on Taeſday I had Bedcloathes (cnt; ( but the Keeper would 
not open the Door to receive them till two days after. ) In time alſoI mitigated 
the ill ſents by ſnuffing up the wind blowing in at che holes called Windows, and 
by imelling to the Iron Bars in them. 

In this condition I was the moſt part of three weeks. Some few rimes 1 got 
out by the Priviledge of Treating with my incomparable Adverſary. For be- 
ing under Execution, I ſaw no hopes of deliverance but by compolition. There- 
fore I procured ſome Friends ro motion 1t and bring him to me. Not to the 
Priſon, for his Noſe would not brook it, but I was {cnt for twice to an Alc- 
houſe. In dilcourſe the firſt time he ſeemed inclined to take ren pounds, bur 
made no poſitive agreement. Bur ar his ſecond conung complained that Mr. Sher 
and his Maſter Margan the Sheriff ( as he called him ) had heard of his being up- 
on agreement with me, and threatned to turn him our of his Office if he agreed 
wich me a peny beneath the full Execution. Ar the firſt hearing I imagine: 
this to be a device to ſqueeze me harder, but I found the contrary, that he was 
willing todiſcharge me for ten pounds, bur dared nor, unlets any way might be 
{ound whereby he might do it as it ignorant of the Law. is I faid he had 
done already ( as I judged ) by calling me, being in Execution at his Suir, ou: 
of the liberties of the Priſon, and even in another Cornty; Haverford-Wef be- 
ing a Town and County of it ſelf. This I knew to be fo in Eng/and, but knew 
not What was right in Was , butl was confirm:d that it wasa Legal Diichargofar 
the Pliintiff, Sheriff or Coaler to call or take a Priſoner charged in Execution ou: 
of the Libertics of the Priſon, ro which he was Legally Commirred, and that 
for the ſame he could not Legally be retaken or recommanded to Priſon. Thisad- 
vicel had from William Philzps of HaithockEſq 3 a Juſtice of the Q40rum, and a very 
cminent Counſellor in that County,firlt by word of mouth toa friend of mine,afer- 
ward under his hand.In fines] was invited to the Eating of a Leg of Pork and a Goole 
on Simday the 17th of Offober, and in the morning the Goater came to acquainr 
me, that Henry David defired to {peak with me, that there was a good Dinner 
provided, &c. I delayed until I had Witneſſes, which being at laſt five in nurr- 
ber ro my liking, the Goa/er renewing his requeſt, ] went with him. After Din- 
ner being very liberal in expences at the Goalers Houle, I was permitted to ſtay 
out all night ( reſolving nevertheleſs not ro return to the Priſon without force) 
and all the next day unril four of the Clock, when 1 cſpied an Horſe brovghr 
for me, and ſet in the Place which 1 appointed, and fo rode home. Bur the 
next day in the evening Mr. Morgen with fourteen others came to enquire tor me; 
bur not finding me pretended to. retire, bur weat to Pembrokg, laying his Imps in 
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convenient Places to befiege me, and returned on the morrow with the Power 
of the County, forty ſix or fifty in number. For being at Pexbroke he informed 
tne M.yor and Burgeſes of the Town that I had broken the Priſon and eſcaped, 
and Mr. Eſſex Merrick ( allway forward in my concerns ) as wiſeſt Burger and 
ableſt Lawyer, acquainted rhe Corporation that they ought to athſt the Sheritt, 
and wig juſtihe the breaking up any Houſe where they knew me to be, and 
cake me. Burl am adviled (and it ſeemerh realonable ) that the Sheriff, Un- 
derſteriff or Goater __ ro have {worn before the Mayor that I brake the Pri- 
ſon ; which none could, and the Vnderſhersff going in to view the Priſon before 
he ſet forward from Haverford with his Company, himſelf aid to the Goaler 
( who probably told him ſo ) T fre no fign of any place or thing broken ; this inthe 
the hearing of divers Witncfls ( whom tit occaſion ſeryed ) I can produce. Bur - 
without much conlultation the Mayor ( Matthew Bowen by name, a Perſon aQtu- 
ally in Arms for icvcral years againſt King Charles the firſt ) commanded tlic 
Tow:ſmen to follow him witiz What Armes they had ready. So they came with 
Muſquers, Piſtols, Swords, Pikes and Bills ; and ( I muſt conte(s) I reſolved up- 
on defznce and rather to dye in the rnidſt ot a Lawleſs Rabble, then without any 
jaſt Cauſe or Lawtul Grounds to lurrender my ſelf ro Execution, my death ſcem- 
10g incyitable if I ſhould be carried back to that Priſon, whence the very Plain- 
ttt could not rclcaſe me without the Conſent of a bitterly engaged enemv. The 
ficit Aggreſſors and Eqterers mult certainly have fallen, had not I been told that 
the Miyor of Pembroke was at the Door deliring to ipeak with me. 1 opencd 
not the Door, but diſcourſt as we ſtood, I within and he without. He rold me 
his Name and Character, and I knew his voyce. Hedeſired me ro ccaſe threat- 
ning ( 1 having betore affirmed that I would kill che firſt Breakers up and En- 
trers of my Houſe ) and to deliver my felt ro the Sheriff. On the other hand 1 
required him as the Kings Lieutenant and Juſtice of the Peace to lee the Peace kepr, 
telling him, that before his apprarance, I chought my ſelt bound to preſerve my 
ſelf in my own Houſe as well as I could, but now left my (elf ro him tor ProteRi- 
on, Whom I ſhould thank for doing his Tury, and queſtion for the breach of ir. 
Burt this wrought nothing ; Morgan with his own hands, and others uſing Iron 
Barrs and Sledgcs brake down the Door, took mc and carried me to Pembroke 
that night in the mid(t of that Black Guard. Being brought into my Chamber 
there ( notwithſtanding ſo many Bay/iffs and othicrs commanded to atrend as up- 
on ſome dangerous Maulciator ) my Arms were bound bchind me with Cords 
till bedtime. Then Morgan came to ſce me put into mv Bed, where | was for- 
ced ro lye on my Back, and my Arms being cxrended ro be bound, and each 
Arm bound to a Poſt at the Beds Head. My right Arm being ſomewhat lame, 
I deſired that they wouid rake what courſe they pleaſeil ro ſecure a Perſon to 
ſuſpicious as they ſeemed to think me, and make the knot as talt as they pleaſed, 
bur not to tye it {o ſtraitly upon that Arm becanſe infirm. 1: that Arm Lame 
( aid Morgan ) then, Goaler, bind it the harder, which he did, and in that po- 
{ture and condition | lay all that night, my Arm aking {ome part of the time, 
but ceaſing after midnight ( being 6 benummed ) and in my Chamber a do- 
zen of the Underheriffs Bcardogs ſmoaking traſh Tobacco, and paying at Tables 
all night. In the morning when I was unbound, my right Arm hung down by 
my Side as dead ; I could no# move Fingzr or Arm. Burt my Arms were imme- 
diatcly again bound behind me in onler ro my Journey to Priton, and I deft- 
ring - On if I muſt be thus deale with, I might be nevertheleſs lo bound, as that 
my Riding Coat might cover the Cords; Morgan anſwered, Tou (hall have no- 
thing that you defire. A quartcr of an hour after Morgan calls, What i' not that 
fellow yet gone ? Tye him to an Horſe Tayl, and drag him along. During thetime 
of rhe riorovs diſturbance, of my being in the way ro Pembroke and in the Town 
I gave no dilrefpeftive or angry word to Morgan or Bw (who had a grand 
Copper Noſe, which might receive the S»lomn Lergre and Covenant into its Re- 
ccilcs ) but ſp?nt mv time as merrily as if a Comedy were aQtino, rakins only 
th2 liberty to make ſom? jocole Remarques np-n the Underſterrff, knowledge of 
his Office, and Mr. Bowes doing ct Juſtice. Nothirg otherwiſe until the morn- 
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ing; bus when 1 aw my arm in-that-plighr, 1 confeſs I could not contain my lelt, 
pm This Horrid Dog oder. hath: undone me ;, 1have bft the uſe of 
my Writing hand. Away they led: me, and I complaining tor want of a Horſe, 
the Goaler anſwered that there was an Horle provided for me the laſt night, 
bur that my jecring the Sheriff had cauled: him to contradict it ; for he faith 
( quoth the Goaler) thar ſeeing you are. ſo-merry, he will take down your mirth. | 
went along, bur a Servant of one Mr. William Holcomb ( Son in Law to Mr. Meare) 
pretended to lead me by my lett Arm pinching me all the way that he went. Ar 
lomerhing more than three miles.end | fainted through wanr of fleep, wearineſs 
and ſo many grols abules, and not much uſing walking. Then was I fer on 
Horſeback. and after a lictle time recovering, began merrily ro refleft upon the 
great are 1 rode in, to have lo worthy a Gentleman as Mr. Goaler to lead my 
Horſe. This atironted the honeſt man, and he knowing the Saddle would turn 
round, being too big, tor the Horſe being very (mall, had a preſent revenge in his 
thoughts; for hc lead the Horie our of the way upand down banks, till the Sad- 
dle turning cat me down. T his was done twice, and I attribute it muchro Di- 
»:ne Providence tat | eſcaped with little harm, ſeeing my Arms bound rendred 
me helplets. My Leader and Guides were very iportive at my Falls, and their 
litting me up again, laying, that they mult laugh as well as 1. As I paſſed thus 
along in S:...c we mer many Perſons of Quality in a Company going to a Wed- 
ding, who cxpreſt their indignation of ſuch ulage of a Clergyman, Mr. William 
Bowen of Haverford particularly affirming that he could not brook the {ighr, bur 
would cur the Cords, wherewith I was I thanked and entremed him to 
forbcar in regard the Perions , in whole Cultody I was, were ill that valu- 
<d neither Credit nor Conlcience, bur would Swear any thing, and might do him 
2 great injury, bur that his intended kindnels could not be very beneficial to me, 
and thus periwaded him to ride forward, hoping that afterward he might do 
ſomething for me more eminently beneficial. I was alſo led forward, and cn- 
tring Haverford was brought through a confiderable part of the Town unto the 
Priſon, muitirudes gazing and admiringly enquiring whether I had ſpoken Trea- 
ſon, or what was the matter? Being conveighed into my Old Lodgings my Arms 
were freed from their Bonds, but my Legs were pur into Irons; not ſuch as or- 
6i:1ary Malctattors for Burglary or the like are wont to be obliged ro, with which 
th:y can make a ſhitr ro walk, bur an Iron on each Leg, through boch which an 
heavy Bolt was thruſt and faſtned with a Rivered Key. It was fuch that it per- 
mitted me not to put one foot an inch before the other, neither to lye down or 
rile wirhout the help of ewo men, the one holding my ſhoulders the other my 
feer. Theſe wo men were Priſoners but had ſome liberty before, but were com- 
mitred wich me for affirming to the Vnderſberiff that I had not broken Priſon, and 
other truths concerning my being called our of the Priſon. The coldneks of theſe 
Irons in two days put me into a Fever, and my Feet, and Legs exceedingly fwel- 
led cach day more and more, {o that at four ok end rhole ncompaling my 
Legs could icarce be diſcerned. The ſixth cap! boured under a general indif- 
polici'on, and having not before complained, I then faid to my two Friends, Two 
days more wearing theſe things will inevitably ill me. Whereupon they made an 
our-cry, and one of them (Same! Roberts) procured a Meſſenger to call rome one 
Mr. Thomas Lloyd, a very triendly Perſon, and frequent viliter of me. He came as he 
had bee wont to the Door (for the Goaler would not trouble himſelf to let any 
in unto me, unleſs ſuch as happened to be there when it was his pleaſure to en- 
ter himlelt) and being informed of my condition, acquainted others with ic, who 
came to the Goaler Sridng him ro take oft the Irons, for the wearing of them 
would certainly ſoon diſpatch me our of this lite, which happening, he, his Ma- 
ſter, and as many as were concerned in putting them on , would certainly be 
hanged. The fear of a Rope brought him to compliance ; but when he had un- 
rivited the Key of the Bolt, the Irons which encompaſſed my Legs could nor be 
raken off withour much pain and bruiſing me. Nevertheleſs when it was done 
] was revived, and three days afcer a violent diſtemper ſciſed me, not to my in- 
jury, bur alutiferous by the Strength of Paney and in a fortnight I was indiffe- 
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tently ( through Gods great bleſſing ) well recoycred. But tlien ( juſt at the Fort- 
nights end ) came Mr. Goaler, telling me that I muſt again put on my cold Irons, 
that he had taken them off without the Sheriffs knowledge, and had been ſharp- 
ly checkr for ſo doing, and commanded to pur them on again. He had broughe 
with him one Thomas Morgan (the Underſheritts Kin{man ) and two more to 
compell me in ca{c of reſiſtance. 1 and my two tellow Priſoners demanded for 
what reaſon this was offered > Whether 1 had not behaved my lelt quietly in 
word and deed 2 Heanſwered, T hat he could fay nothing to the contrary, bur 
it wasthe Sheriffs pleaſure and he muſt obey it. I retuled to receive them, and re- 
ſiſted as well as I could ; bur they were roo hard for me, and threw mc down ; 
and Morgan beat my head againſt a rough ſtone, ( which was ſet at my Beds 
teer, ro keep the Welch Feathers of my Bed within bounds ) and brake ir in five 
places. The noile drew many SpeCtators, and the tame of the cruel uſage of the 
ſtrange Minifter that was in Priſon flew {wittly about the Town, and fortuned to 
meer Mr. Robert Chambers Collettor of the Cuſtom-Houſe, and Mr. Wilham Bowen 
before named and certain others, who ſought the Vnderſheriff, and with ſevere me- 
naces obliged him ro promiſe himſelt ro ſee me forthwith delivered from my 
Irons, moreover aſſuring him that an account mult be given for whatI had ſuſtain- 
ed in the cauſe of fo balc a Perion, his harſh dealing not only exceeding what was 
impoſed upon any Priſoners tor juſt debrs and far greater ſums, but even the (e- 
vcrity uſed to the worlt of Criminals commirted in their memory, naming parti- 
cularly Wiltam Philips the Baylift, who was at the taking me upon Michae/mas 
day. I was commirtcd to them between four and five of the Clock in the Atrer- 
noon; and about cleyen at night the Chain Chimes at the Priſon Door going, 
gave us matter of wonder, what the matter was. And the ſight of Morgan, the 
Goalcr and three more coming in made the Wonder thegreater. He began ( but 
ſomewhat ſmoothly ) to blame my former Eſcape and Biting jeſts uſed towards 
him,which were the caule of the hardſhipsI had endured ;I only nodded my Head 
faying, Well enough, what next ? If you will (ſaid he ) promiſe me not to break Pri- 
fon, but to be quiet and orderly your Irons ſhall be taken off. As youknow ( _— ———_ 
what occaſion you have to ask ſuch a queſtion, ſo I will promiſe nothing elſe then (as [ di 
before ) to be gone as ſoon as lawfully T can , and not otherwiſe. He anlwered, 
Tou did not go away lawfully, for although Henry David and the Goaler might call 
you out of the Priſon, and you go away thinking your ſelf diſcharged, yet 1 had in 
hands a Capias ad fatisfacicudum againſt you for the Kings Firſt Fruits. This is 
(1 laid ) the fir time I have heard it; but the Goaler had no Warrant from you 
to detain me upon this Cauſe. No, ( he anſwered ) it was ſufficient in my hands. 
And was it warrant enough for you to ſwear ( for then I heard to, though lincetold 
to the contrary ) that 1 brake Priſon, for you riotouſly to break open my Houſe, to 
bind and Iron me as you have done ? Well Sir, ( {aid Morgan) T hope you will be an 
orderly Priſoner. Gealer, take off the Irons. So once more my Legs were free from 
Cuffs. But, Mr. Underſheriff ( laid I) you muft take care to jend ſome body to cure 
Head, ſhewing him and the Company where it was broken. He anſwer 
that they were rude abuſive fellows in ſo doing, he did not allow them ſo to do ; and 
then roſe up and departed. Not long after Morgan was acquitted of his employ, 
and William Skrm ſucceeded, not by a Deputy but himſelf. And to him (Icon- 
tinuing in that joyous Place ) about the end of Farwary came a Writ of Habeas 
Corpus to remove me up to the Kings Bench. Upon the 28th of Famary in the 
Evening Skirm gave me notice to provide for my Journey againſt Tueſday morn- 
ing, the then 31ſt of Fanuary. I ſent home for hon, a Riding Coat, and nece{- 
ſaries for my Ro ro be brought ro me on the Mwnday; bur Skirm with an 
unaccountable malice ( unleſs my Death was his Projet) horſt me carly the Mwr- 
day morning, that my Journey might be the more remarkable upon the day of 
my Admired Sovereigns Martyrdom, in order to my execution. My Journey was 
(the. way that my Keepers brought me) two hundred and threeſcore meaſured 
miles at leaſt. I had no more on my Legs than one pair of ſingle Stockins, nei- 
ther any covering more then what I uſually wore within the Houle, nor any mo- 
ny, my {cryants journcy to me with that ſupply conſtantly on Sundays being _ 
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by my appointment for Myndzy. T hus I rode the firlt days journey to Caermar- 
- An where ( having mer with a Friend who lene me ewenty ſhillings ) I purcha- 
ſed a Freize Coat and Boots of the ſame. The Taylor ſitting up all night to dil- 

arch, had not finiſht them by che time gay Keepers were ready ro mount me. 

hey urged me to be gone, wearing they would not flay; bur I being in a Friends 
Houle retuſed to travel farther without Cloaths. Neither was the ſtay which cau- 
ſed the controverſic above halt an hour. But I ſhould firſt have related their 
carriage towards me at my going ro Bed. When they had ſeen me lain down, 
the Keepers ( one being Fobnthe Brother of Wi/lum Skirm ) took away my Cloathes, 


and even my Shoos, Stockins and Hat and lockt me into the Chamber. Theſame- 


they did at every Inn, at which | lodged on the Road, the journey being ſeven 
days. Art Caermarthen | had a Fire in my Chamber, cummanriding ic as known 
in the Houſe ; but every night following, being unacquainted on the Road, in 
which I acver betore.travelled, thele Dowry Gentlemen permitting me to fit by the 
kre in their Chamber during their pleaſure; when they thought ic Bed-time, I 
was taken by the ſhoulders and thruſt into a Cold Room, aud then ſtripe and 
lockt in, no reſpeCt had to the weather, ( which was cxtremiry of Snow every day 
bur the firſt ) nor to my pickled condition, riding on a Hw Horle through ways 
ſo deep, that my feet did frequently, even for miles rogether hang in the dirt and 
water, [I being tired with holding them up to avoid it. Upon Sunday the filth 
of February berwzen four and five of the Clock in the afternnon I was conducted 
to the Three Cups Inn in Holborn and there detained until the Saturday following, 
no perſwaſion prevailing with them to bring me into Court or before a Judge, 
nor any reaſon bur their pleaſure ſhewn. T hcre my uſage was of the fame na- 
ture, but worle ; tor they cach night compelled me to go to Bed betore ſeyen of 
the Clock ( ſtrigt and lockt up as betore ) that- they might take the opportunity 
of looſe Rambles, and then lying late in Bed in the morniag by reaſon ot che 
Evenings Debauchery, I mult lye till, ler whar importunitics ſocver require my 
riſing. Skirm, when | demanded the realon of ſuch dealing, would {wear they 
would not leave the Company of thole Brave Wenches, whoſe Company they 
enjoyed the laſt night, for ro humour a picitul Parſon. Secing they did not ( as 
they term ir) turn me over on Munday, upon Teuſday I wrote Letters to three 
Friends to come to me, but bcing abour to Seal them, Skir demanded rhe {ight 
of them, which being denied him, he rook away the Candle, and Pen and ink 
to hinder my Scaling and Subſcribing chem, telling me that I ſhouid nor be per- 
mitred ro ſend any where any Letter of which he had nor firſt the Reading. Nei- 
ther found I any opportunity of Writing until Thurſday, when my Bavlffs bring- 
ing me to the Tap-houſe Fire fell ro Cards, and a Coachman ( (o:n-time before 
a Servant to the Right Reverend the now Bifhop of Chicheſter , coming in and 
knowing me , conveighed to me Pen, Ink and Paper, and while the two 
Honeſt Men were buſic, 1 wrote a Le:ter to my Brother, which the Coachman de- 
lIivered. The day following at Even my Brother came, whom chevy lockt irito a 
Chamber with me, promiſing to return at our call, which we ſaid would be 
within one quarter of an. hour ; but when we called, the Chamberlain came ro 
the door and told us that Skirm and Smith were gone abroad with the Key. At- 
ter ſome ſtay in a vain expeCtation of their return, I forced open the Door, and 
my Brother deparring,. I went down and fate by a fire until their coming. But 
then Skirm was filled with great wrath, and with Dammecs and other Exccrati- 
ons aske how I dared to open the Door ? and world I never leave thoſe tricks of break- 
ing Priſon ? with other Ch Language mixt with Threamnings. But the next day 
I] was brought into Coxrt and turned over a Priſoner to the Kings Bench Priſm. 
T he prerence for taking away my Cloaths at night was, that they feared I woul 1 
make an eſcape. Whether that was a legal way of ſecuring me, [ reter to berter 
Judgements. Bur that they could not fear any ſuch thing after my coming to 
London,is manifeſt by theſe reaſons. On Sunday, the laſt day of our Journey Smith 
exchanged Horſes with me, I being not able any longer to ride the Jade on which 
they mounted me. Shrm ſtaying behind divers times ralking with Travellers, 


and Smith allo lometimes, 1 rode before =_ mithng them waited their comin» 111. 
L | They 
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They alſo knew that I very well underſtood the Road (leading from Oxford ) 
which we travelled that day, and that I as well underſtood that they knew it 
not; in all which reſpefts my eſcape ( had I been inclined to ir ) would have been 
without difficulty. Likewile at the Inn in Holborn ( as I ſhewed them atrer three 
nights lodging there upon diſcourſe of their misbchaviour) an clcape was caſic ; 
For the Window having a large tolding Caſement, and the Chamber being burone 
pair of Stairs high, I could have let my elf down by the Sheets tied one ro another, 
and covered my {elf with a Blanket until I had come to the Houle of an _— 
tance, of whom I had many in the Neighbourhood and in Grayes Inn. hen 
they lockr me into my Chamber (as they did often) in the day time, when a 
rambling humour poſleſt them, 1 might (as well as when 1 did it for my Brother) 
have opened the Door and elcapt without any ones obſervation. None of the 
Houſe ſaw my Brother or me come down, or him departing; which was a full 
conviction that I might have given them the {lip, it I pleaſed. So that the prerence 
was utterly groundlets; but milchicyous men as they clight in ill doing, fo would 
they neverthelels be eſteemed righteous and inoffentrve ; the repute is gratctul, al- 
though nothing more difliketh them than deſerving it. But to look ſomewhat 
back upon the penalties inflicted on me for my pretended Breach of the Priſon ; 
( then which nothing is more notorioutly known to be falſe) had it been real, the 
vileneſs of the Priſon and Cauſe under which 1 laboured, and the odious naſtineſs 
and condition of the Place conſidered, might in the eſteem of men bur indiffe- 
rently addifted ro humanity , have exculed the A and mitigated the Rigor, 
eſpecially towards a Clergyman. Bur,alas,this was my faulr, (as I roo much fear ) this 
tied the Bonds and reverted the Irons,this led methrough all the dances of Ienominy. 
Again, had I not been aflured by learned Counſel confirming what experience 
had taught me, that the Goalers and Plaintiffs calling me our of the Priſon was 
a ſufficient Diſcharge from the Execution, can any man believe that I would pub- 
lickly and diretly go Home and continue atmy own Houle, and not rather have 
gone out of the way until I had made a Compoſition 2 Any man of common un 
derſtanding would hve avoided errors, which muſt have been of ſuch unlucky con- 
lequence. 

Al the time of my Confinement in the Kings Bench, and before inthe Country, 
I was rated to the Poor beyond any Perſon in the Parith, notwithſtanding all thar 
I had in the Pariſh was ſeized in Execution (for juſt Debts indeed bur illegally ta- 
ken ) and my Perſon in Durance at the ſame time under very hard Circumſtances. 
And both then and fince I have been compelled ro produce in the Feild ewo Muſ- 
quet Arms for the Malitia of the County z; whereas the utmoſt Farm of my Parſonage 
paid to my Predeceſſor was fifty ſeven pounds yearly Rent, the Reparation of the 
Chancel and a large Parſonage Houſe, Firſt Fruirsand Tenths to the King, Char- 
ges at Viſirations and other payments being all payable out of thole hitry ſeven 
pounds. Nor is any Incumbent in the County, whoſe benehtice is worth rwenty 
or thirty pounds more than mine, charged with more than one Foot Arms. Yer 
Without reſpect to Impriſunment, Seizures in Execution of my Goods, the annual 
Charge of the Refory, and the ſmallneſs of the value, Diſtrelles have been divers 
times levied (particularly in =. laſt one of five pounds) for fines laid upon me 
tor non Appearance. All which things were done by Inſtigation of Mr. Efex 
Merrick, (as 1 am well informed ) and Diſtreſſes taken upon any ones Cartle, which 
were upon the Ground, alchough ic was ſufficiently known, that I had nothing 
lete to be leized. 

Being freed from my Impriſonment in the Bench and returning home in April 83. 
the loſs of my Worthy Pariſhioner and Fricnd Mr. Nathaniel! Powel ( though be- 
tore known, yer then ) became ro me more (en{ibly an atfiiftion , eſpecially be- 
cauſe kis Death was ſhortly followed by his Eldeſt Daxghters ( having left no Sox ) 
marriage with the before mentioned Mr. ./oyd of Grove his Son, a Gent/eman who 
with an affefted and artificial (but cafily diſcerned ) {ſmoothneſs laboureth to co- 
ver whatſoever can be imagined to be couch'd in an il] natured, malicious and co- 
verous Boſome. Being allicd ro and intimate with Wilktam Skirm, and daily con- 


yeriant with Mr. Merick,, his inclinations cannot be ſuppoſed co receive difincou- 
ragement 
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ragement from thera. Bur bclore my coming down, or any acquaintatice with 
him, he began to ſhew what I mult expect of him tor che turure z bur above all 
with a moſt unmanly Diftugenuity practiled diflencion berween me and a very 
near Friend. Nevertheleis at my fir{t acquairmance | rctrained from making that 
ground of variance, which was cither | magter of ſulpition ,'6r at moſt only ſuch 
noted Injurics , as were bur the flips & -ari unguatded Tongue; and a raw 
Judgement, which 1 might charitably think tobe umpoled upon. And h 
in making up certain accours berween us I found ome toul praftifes, yerthoſe 1 
interprered to proceed from the ill. intormation of Servants, who had no other 
way of creeping into a Maſters Fayour, but atthe paſlages of an abuſed Ear. And 
ſo hoping (after I had afcertamed the twith of my accounts) by yeilding and-fe- 
ceding from my Right ac the beginuing is purchatea kftinggood Neighbourhood, 
he obrained in a mauner his owndelires.' But rome (-and will be ever ro thoſe 
who trealure up hopes iu veſlels made of 4l-lcaſoned Timber.) rthefe confeffions 
were alway untortunate. Although 1 had been ofren wont to fay,; that Gaad Mart 
would not offer ther Minifer tefs than his Right,. and that Bad Men are ſo far from 
being won by his connivance that by it they become daily worſe and worſe; yet I fooliſh- 
ly tranſgrefled thole bounds, within the-compals of wbich my Obſervation had 
preſcribed me walks. My Tithes of Hey, Wool! and other ſorts of Privy Tithes he 
{cr out in what meaſure he pleaſcd, nor allowing me or my Servants to ſee whe- 
ther there were a fair Divition. - My Tithe Corn was, ſome manifeſtly diſcovered 
to be falſly ſer ot; ſorne devoured with Swine and othet Cantle ther Tiching, He, 
his Wife and Servants fecing che Waſte without driving, or commanding the 
Cattle to be driven away ; otherſome was clean dev after Reaping before 
Binding, and ( forſooth ) becaule many Loads of Corn were ſo caten, I muſt 
have ———_—_ was left, _—_ _y ithes. Au in _ Parts have art 
ill fort of Husbandry permitting walte; and accounting that no damage 
that is {uſtaincd by their own Cattle. This received opinion thar their lol would 
be ſmall, bur mine thereby total, encouraged him to this malitious Projeft. His 
Servants frequeurly entred my Houſe wirhour knocking at the Door, even after 
Prohibition, and threw into it Tirhes, which had been rejeed as unduly fer forth 
in reſpe£t ro both their quality and quantiry. Neither was Mr. Lloyd contented 
to be vexatious alone, bur encouraged the reſt of my Pariſhoners to the like, al- 
though two only imitared him, the reſt approving the reaſonableneſs of mine or 
my Servants ſeeing my Dues paid in Wait and Meaſure, as their nature required. 
Bur to conclude = Diſcourſe of this Gentleman, in O#ober laſt three of his Scr- 
vants bringing Tithe Wool! in ſuch manner as is betore mentioned, the Sheep ha- 
ving been ſhorn a fortnight before, I denied co receive ir. TheServants were ve- 
ry rude in behaviour and language, in which I fince underſtand them to be for- 
ward by their Maſters inſtructions, hoping..to provoke me to Paffion, Of which 
notwithſtanding they failed, yer ſomerhing ſaid by me was managed to ſome de- 
gree of Revenge , although ſhorr of expectation. Their undecent words and 
geſtures cxtorred from this queſtion ; Do you thus ſpeak and att by your Maſters Or- 
der * To them anſwering, Tes, I replied, then your Mafter i a Knave and a Cox- 
comb. Mr, Merrick and Mr. Lloyd conſulting how to puniſh fo great an Enormity, 
concluded it required {ccuriry tor the Good Behavior, and appearance at the nexr 
Buarter Seſſions to anſwer to an Indittment. Hereupon Mr. — forth a 
very ſtrit Warrant againſt me, and I being apprehended before eight of the Clock 
in the morning, was carried about from place ro place, and detained in the Con- 
ſtables cuſtody util nine at night before I could be diſcharged. Bur there 
was a farther deſign than thus barely ro render me a ridiculous Subjett of the Vul- 
gars Char, which had taken eftef, had not the Chief Confab/e after his apptchend- 
ing me received information, that upon my arrival at Pembroke the Ulnderſheriff 
was ready to arreſt me; which he honeſtly and kindly avoided bringing me be- 
fore another Jab:ce ( as ſoon as 1 had goren ſecurity ) and not before Mr. Merrick. 
How juſtifiable Mr. Merrick's Warrant was, and the following dedainer of my 
Perlon I undertake not to determine, bur think what was done to be fo unuſual, 
that in all the travels of his Brains ro _— his empty Rooms, he neyer met 


with 
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with a Preſident for it. Mr. L/oyd was no way by Birth or Office raiſed fo high 
as to be in danger of ſuftcring diminution by fo flight a Charatter ; nor doth his 
ingenious virtue exempt him ( if there were ſuch danger) from ſeycrer ſufterings in 
moſt mens in thoſe Parts (who know him ) daily diſcourſcs. If I exceed the 
Rules of Modeſty, Mr. Merrick ( whom I believe ro know it) will juſtite my 
forced aſſertion, 'T hat Mr. Lloyd is inferiour ro any Apology he can pretend to 
make for himſelf as injured, it cither his Birth, Education, or ( what moſt figna- 
liſeth a Gentleman ) Honeſty be reſpetted. And my further Appeal to Mr. Mer- 
rick, enquireth , What would have become of himſelf ſome time fince , if 
words of an higher nature and conſequence uttered by him againſt his Superiors at 
a valt diſtance had been taken into ſtrict examination 2 Bur for taking notice of 
ſuch things he thinkech me firro be whipt ; only my hopes of being received iy- 
to Proteftion ſufficient to ſuperſede his and the unmerciful ſentences of others, do re- 
move theſcar, and moye me confidently rocalſt my ſelf down an humble Peritzoner ; 


That the Hans: of the Sons of Violence may at laſt be reſtrained from affliting 


a Poor Clergyman, who ſincerely delighteth in the Peace of the Church, and perfetly 
deſpiſeth himſelf except in thoſe things, which he ftedfatly beheveth to conduce to its 
Promotion. 


N this Relation is ſeen an unwearied Spirit of Malighnity purſuing me ; for what 
juſt Cauſes, (God and my Conſcience bear me witneſs) I know not. No 
man living can more than my {clt heartily deſire the repole of a quiet life ; and that 
(however {tumbling occaſions and Rocks of offence were ſtill thrown in my way ) 
I have alway ſtudicd to tread the ſafeſt and moſt certain meaſures thereof, is my in- 
vincible Comfort. I challenge the whole World to make diſcovery of any Att, 
Whereby I endeavoured to diſcompoſe another, either malitiouſly or idlely. The 
r00 too many errors of my lite I will not palliate by any excule; yer am fo far 
from taking pleaſure in doing an Injury, that in the preſence of my all-knowing 
Redeemer I do affirm that I have alway more lamented the condition of thole, by 
whom I ſuffered, than my ſufferings, and could willingly again undergo them 
if God would be pleaſed ro accept my toleration for their indemnity. That | 
would not by undecent ſubmithons ro her enemies labour to purchaſe Peace is no 
argument of any turbulent morion in my affections, neicher ought it ro tend to 
my Condemnation. 

But whereas ſome, to whom my Caſe hath been delivered, have demanded, 
and others will probably demand, how it hath happencd that in a numerous Or- 
thodox Clergy my elf only ſhould be oppreſied with theſe weights? My anſwer 
cannot be expetted ro be much more certain, than to an enquiry, How one Veſſel 
hath bcen ſhattered by a Storm in that Road, where many Fleets have before 
fafly ſailed > The account whereof, becauſe Providence hath not, I dare not pre- 
tend to give. But it a ſtrong ſuppoſition poſſeſs any, that my ill doing hath oc- 
calioned diſlatisfaftions and enraged men to a revenge of received injurics, I 
can purge my felt no otherwiſe than by my afleyerations in the preceeding Para- 

raph, and a requeſt of reflection upon paſt times, whether men much berter than 
the higheſt Chariry can preſume me to be, have not ſingly fallen by the Arrs of 
malitious Confederates. And furthermore, as the crueltics of the rwo Underſheriffs 
of Pembrokeftire ſurmounted the others by many degrees, ſo were they leaſt 
known , it being impoſſible for me any way to cxaſperate them , whom I 
had never ſeen or heard of before I fell into their griping Tallons. But my Caſe 
is not ſingle; For Mr. Thomſon hath in Brifo! met with the ſame Swearing Dammee 
Party, Who at firſt by hurling at me holy Dirt and conſecrated Subornations and 
Perjuries, weakned my hopes of reaping for 4 Maſer a plentiful Harveſt by the 
exerciſe of my Funttion. God be thanked that their open Aft of Malice and Im- 
pudence are dwindled into the corner whilperings of Envy, and chat they gall 
themſelves whilſt able only ſneakingly to traduce him. 

Neither can I forbear ( which is my exceflive greit) co affirm, That the Ortho« 
dox Clergy are not {o numerous as many belicyc, the number of them (1 reckon 

nor.c 
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none Orthodox, who is not duly and ſtriftly Conformabie) is far inferiour to that 
of Trimmers and Halt Sized Men. But ſome tew years fince ſuch wasthe pauci- 


of them on Publick Occaſions of Clergymens mecting, and fo fcorned were | 


ey being ſcattered among the full Tribes, who were contented with any Wor- 
ſhip, which was Golden, that they could not affiſt bur only piry one another; Ex- 
aftneſs of Conformity doth not only {tir up the gall of Noncontormiſts barely, bur 
more dangerouſly and immoderately moverth ro cxprethons of dilcontentment the 
rongues of thoſe men, whole aim is to be thought moderate by negleCting their 
Duty and Superiors,and paying an unreaſonably oblcquious Deference to their Jufe- 
riowrs. When Dr. Ironides Biſhop of Brifol required of his Clergy ſtrifter Obſer- 


vance of the Rabrick and Cann ( particularly, that Children in health ſhould be * 


baptized at the Font, and that the Parents of the Sick ſhould be held to an cn- 
gagement of bringing them into the Church with Godfathers, &c. in cale of recove- 


ry ; and allo thar T hanigiving tor Women after Childbirth ſhould be publickly- 


given in the Church, and at the A/tar ) when theſe and ſome other things were 
commanded, the humour ot the People and matter of intereſt was moſt in de- 
bare by the pluralicy of the Clergy, and thole few who obeyed, were even derided 
by their Brethren, who alſo came into their Pariſhes ro Baprtize the Children and 
give Thanks tor the Wives of the proud Oppoſers of Dilcipline, and by theſe 
practiſes ſowed and fomented contention. It's almoſt incredible what Invetives 
and ill Reports are daily ſcattered ro worthy Mr. Thomſons prejudice by Clergymen 
in and near Brifo/ ; and all this occaſioned by his very regular Conformity. The 
ſame Pride which hinders their imitation of what is ſo highly commendable, doth 
alſogive them troubleſom thoughts, that ſingular Picty accuſcth them of culpable 
Remiſlnels. I 

] humbly requeſt a candid interpretation of the foregoing words, there being 
no deſign, by compariſon or otherwile to pur a fair Character upon my ſelf. On- 
ly in my own vindication from luffering as an ill Doer, I have made ule of other 
Names and Inſtances to ſhew Conformity to be ground ſufficient for the indirect 
Prattiſes of my Adverſaries. And as no affeftation of ſingularity, nor any other 
motives, buta perfett ſenſe of op hath hitherto obliged: me to give them this 
Cauſe, ſo my hopes are that I ſhall not whilſt living ceaſe from ir. Moreoveras 
my Delight 19 Conformity is purely without outward reſpefts; as | pray and hope 
that nodeſires of worldly Felicity will be able ro baffle my Conſtancy and Parti- 
ence, if it pleaſe God that they are to be further exerciſed ; fo I declare my wil- 
lingneſs ( it God permit) to ſerve Him and my Prince in Peace. Which to obtain 
by other probable means than this Maniteſtation, is beyond the reach of my Judgc- 
ment. Thar nothing is here written our of an unchriſtian ſeeking Revenge, is 
my ſolemn Declaration before God, Angels and Men, my carneſt wiſhes of mine 
exe ſeeing its deſire upon mine enemies, being their humility aud amendment. That 


their Puniſhment, while chey continue obſtinare, is in forme meaſure conducing to * 


the Churches welfare is my firm opinion. But to inflit it my (elf, their power, 
numbers and riches conſidered, is fo far beyond my ability, that I cannot in any 
meaſurc promile to ſecure m ſelf from new additions of violence. But that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honefty, according ro my bounden 
Duty, 1 humbly and heartily beſeech the ever-bleſed Fountain of all Goodneſs to 
encompals with the Pledges of his Love our mo# Gracious Soveraign, His Royal Bro- 
ther with all that are related to them, and thoſe, who being in Subordinate Au- 
thorities, do cither dire&t us in the way of Religion, or guard it for our ſafe con- 
duct to Glory. Amen. 
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